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ABOUT  APH 


APH  MISSION  STATEMENT 

The  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  promotes 
the  independence  of  people  who  are  blind  and  visually 
impaired  by  providing  specialized  materials,  products, 
and  services  needed  for  education  and  life. 

APH  ADVISORY  SERVICES 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  EOTs  is  funded  by  the  Advisory 
Services  portion  of  the  federal  Act  to  Promote  the 
Education  of  the  Blind,  supplemented  by  APH  general 
funds  and  your  registration  fees. 

The  term  "Advisory  Services"  refers  to  the  informational, 
consultative,  and  administrative  services  provided  by 
APH  staff  to  support  EOTs  in  their  administration  of  the 
Federal  Quota  Program.  This  includes  but  is  not  limited 
to:  communications  to  the  Trustees;  field  work  and 
presentations;  implementation  of  the  Federal  Quota 
census  and  referral  services  and  technical  support  for 
instructional  and  technological  questions. 

Advisory  Services  consists  of  the  following  APH 
departments:  Accessible  Tests  and  Textbooks,  Education 
and  Outreach,  and  Resource  Services. 
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APH  Building,  1883 


APH  Building,  2018 
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VIRGIL  ZICKEL 
AWARD  RECIPIENT 

PHILIPPE  CLAUDET 


Philippe  Claudet  is  the  founder  and  director  of  Les  Doigts  Qui  Revent  (LDQR), 
a  small,  nonprofit  organization  in  Dijon,  France.  He  began  the  organization, 
along  with  a  handful  of  parents,  in  1994,  to  address  what  was  termed  "a  book 
famine"  —  the  scarcity  of  tactile  illustrated  books  for  young  children  with 
visual  impairments,  their  families,  and  parents  with  visual  impairments. 

After  graduating  from  the  University  of  Dijon  in  1992,  Claudet  became  a 
teacher  of  the  visually  impaired.  Like  many  teachers,  he  labored  alone  to  make 
tactile  books  for  his  students.  To  realize  the  dream  of  increasing  the  number 
of  high-quality,  creative  books  appropriate  for  tactual  learners,  Claudet  drew 
upon  his  experience  as  a  trained  stone  carver,  a  degree  in  art  history,  and 
a  strong  belief  in  the  power  of  collaboration,  inclusion,  and  social  solidarity. 

He  built  partnerships  with  interested  professionals,  artists,  and  researchers, 
founding  Les  Doigts  Qui  Revent  in  1994.  In  2000,  he  organized  professionals 
from  four  countries  to  conduct  Typhio  &  Tactus,  the  first  international  tactile 
book  competition.  The  2017  competition  included  61  books  from  16  countries! 
The  organization  has  been  the  recipient  of  international  awards:  IBBY-Asahi 
Reading  Promotion  Award,  IBBY  Outstanding  Books  for  Young  People  with 
Disabilities,  and  the  Bolognaragazzi  Award  in  the  category  of  disability. 

Claudet's  partnership  with  APH  began  in  2011.  Recognizing  the  quality  of  the 
LDQR  books,  APH  began  to  explore  how  selected  books  might  be  produced  by 
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LDQR  and  distributed  through  APH.  Seven  years  later,  those  efforts  have  yielded 
a  harvest  of  award-winning  tactile  books.  Seven  titles  have  been  made  available 
to  children  and  their  families.  Claudet,  in  turn,  has  translated  several  professional 
books  published  by  APH,  including  Teaching  Touch,  the  2nd  edition  of  the  On  the 
Way  to  Literacy  handbook,  and  Tactile  Book  Builder:  Guide  to  Designing  Tactile 
Books,  for  use  by  French  professionals.  Since  2011,  APH  has  also  acted  as  the 
United  States  sponsoring  agency  for  the  biennial  Typhio  SiTactus  tactile  book 
competition.  APH  is  pleased  to  honor  Claudet  with  the  2018  Virgil  Zickel  award 
for  his  many  contributions  to  outstanding  books  for  student  who  are  blind  and 
visually  impaired. 

ABOUT  THE  VIRGIL  ZICKEL  AWARD 

The  Virgil  Zickel  Award  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  recognizes 
those  creative  and  caring  individuals  whose  ideas  result  in  the  development  of 
Innovative  products  designed  to  improve  the  quality  of  life  for  people  who  are 
blind  and  visually  impaired. 

Virgil  Zickel  was  a  dedicated  employee  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind  for  27  years  during  the  1950s,  '60s,  and  '70s.  In  his  role  as  Plant  Manager, 
he  was  crucial  to  the  development  and  production  of  countless  products. 

We  are  proud  to  bestow  the  Zickel  Award  in  honor  of  this  outstanding  man  whose 
talents  were  responsible  for  bettering  the  lives  of  countless  visually  impaired 
students  and  adults. 


Virgil  Zickel 
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PREVIOUS  RECIPIENTS  OF  THE  ZICKEL  AWARD 


-  Anne  Boehm  and  Kay  Ferrell, 

The  Boehm-3  Test  of  Basic  Concepts,  2016 

-  Patricia  Maffei  and  the  Hatlen  Center  for  the  Blind, 

Quick  and  Easy  ECC:  The  Hatlen  Center  Guide,  2016 

-  Ellen  Trief  and  the  Lavelle  Foundation  for  the  Blind  Inc, 

STACS:  Standardized  Tactile  Augmentative 
Communications  System,  2013 

■  Millie  Smith,  SAM:  Symbols  and  Meaning,  2013 

-  Texas  Instruments  Inc, 

Orion  TI-84  Plus  Talking  Graphing  Scientific  Calculator,  2013 

-  Lynne  Jaffe  and  The  Woodcock-Munoz  Foundation, 

The  Woodcock-Johnson  III  Tests  of  Achievement  —  Braille,  2011 

-  Rebecca  Burnett  and  LaRhea  Sanford, 

The  Functional  Vision  Learning  Media  Assessment,  2010 

■  Samir  Azer,  Azer's  Interactive  Periodic  Table  Study  Set,  2009 

■  Millie  Smith,  Sensory  Learning  Kit,  2007 

■  Lois  Harrell,  Teaching  Touch,  2006 

■  Billy  Brookshire,  Loving  Me,  2003 

•  Josephine  Stratton, 

On  The  Way  To  Literacy  Handbook  and  Storybooks,  2001 

-  Beth  Langley, 

Individualized  Systematic  Assessment 
of  Visual  Efficiency  (ISAVE),  2000 

■  Patty  Wheatley,  Picture  Maker,  2000 

•  Marcia  Severs,  MasterPlan  Calendar,  1999 

-  Nancy  Rinker,  Grandstand  Reading  Easel,  1999 
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WINGS  OF  FREEDOM 
AWARD  RECIPIENT 

DR.  MICHAEL  J.  BINA 


In  Septennber  2018,  Dr.  Michael  J.  Bina  retired  from  The  Maryland  School  for 
the  Blind  after  serving  as  the  school's  President  since  2008.  He  began  his  52- 
year  career  in  the  field  of  blindness  and  visual  impairment  in  1966,  teaching 
swimming  to  students  at  the  South  Dakota  School  for  the  Visually  Impaired 
while  earning  his  bachelor's  degree  at  Northern  State  University.  Bina  was 
subsequently  honored  as  a  distinguished  alumnus  of  Northern  State.  Bina  earned 
a  Master's  degree  in  Special  Education  in  1972  from  California  State  University  - 
Los  Angeles,  which  also  recently  honored  him  as  a  distinguished  alumnus. 

Bina  taught  Orientation  and  Mobility  and  coached  swimming,  track  and  field, 
and  cross  country  at  the  Wisconsin  School  for  the  Visually  Impaired  before 
earning  a  doctorate  from  the  University  of  Northern  Colorado.  He  served  in 
leadership  positions  at  the  Texas,  Indiana,  Hadley,  and  Perkins  schools  for 
students  who  are  blind. 

Bina  is  a  past  international  president  of  both  the  Association  for  Education 
and  Rehabilitation  of  the  Blind  and  Visually  Impaired  (AER)  and  the  Council  of 
Schools  for  the  Blind  (COSB).  He  has  served  on  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  (AFB)  and  VisionServe  Alliance.  He  currently 
Is  the  board  chair  of  the  United  States  Association  for  Blind  Athletes  (USABA). 
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Bina  has  authored  numerous  journal  articles  and  textbook  chapters,  and 
coauthored  a  textbook  with  Drs.  Anne  Corn  and  Sharon  Sacks.  His  article 
"Proactive  Personnel  Administration:  A  Model  for  Administration  as  a  Helping 
Profession"  was  designated  a  Journal  of  Visual  Impairment  and  Blindness 
"Classic  Publication"  in  2009. 

Bina  has  received  many  honors  for  his  service  to  the  field,  including  the  Lions 
Clubs  International  President  Award;  the  VisionService  Alliance  Excellence  in 
Leadership  Award;  the  COSB  William  H.  English  Leadership  Award;  the  AER 
Ambrose  Shotwell  Award;  the  AER  C.  Warren  Bledsoe  Publication  Award;  and  the 
AFB  Migel  Medal. 

Bina  served  APH  as  an  EOT  for  30  years  and  has  been  a  member  of  both  Ex 
Officio  Advisory  Committees  and  a  variety  of  EOT  task  forces.  He  is  an  avid 
supporter  of  APH  on  the  federal  legislative  level,  often  personally  testifying 
before  legislative  committees  or  facilitating  opportunities  for  his  students  to 
share  their  stories  with  legislators.  APH  is  pleased  to  honor  Dr.  Bina  with  the 
2018  Wings  of  Freedom  award  for  his  outstanding  leadership  in  the  field  of 
education  and  rehabilitation  of  persons  who  are  blind  and  visually  impaired. 

ABOUT  THE  WINGS  OF  FREEDOM  AWARD 

The  Wings  of  Freedom  Award  is  the  highest  honor  presented  by  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind.  The  award  is  not  annual,  but  is  given  periodically, 
only  as  deserved.  The  Wings  Award  was  established  to  recognize  and  honor 
individuals  who  have  demonstrated  exemplary  leadership  in  the  areas  of 
education  or  rehabilitation  of  persons  who  are  blind  or  visually  impaired. 


I 
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PREVIOUS  RECIPIENTS  OF  THE 

WINGS  OF  FREEDOM  AWARD 

■  M.  Cay  Holbrook,  2017 

-  Susan  J.  Spungin:  2002 

-  Carl  Augusto,  2015 

-  Alice  M.  Post:  2000 

-  Louis  M.  Tutt:  2014 

-  Andrew  S.  Papineau:  1999 

-  Ralph  Brewer:  2011 

-  June  E.  Morris:  1997 

-  Phil  Hatlen:  2010 

-  C.  Warren  Bledsoe:  1995 

-  Natalie  Barraga:  2008 

■  Fred  L.  Sinclair:  1993 

-  Arnall  Patz,  MD:  2006 

-  William  H.  English:  1991 

■  Dean  W.  Tuttle:  2004 

-  Naomi  Tuttle:  2004 

-  John  R.  Siems:  1991 

Wings  of  Freed onn  Award 
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KEYNOTE  SPEAKER 

MICHEAL  HUDSON 


APH  is  proud  to  announce  that  Micheal  Hudson,  Curator  of  the  Museum  of  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  will  present  this  year's  keynote  address. 
Mike  has  been  the  director  of  the  Museum  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind  since  2005.  A  native  of  Lexington,  KY,  he  obtained  a  M.A.  in  the  History  of 
Technology  from  the  University  of  Delaware  in  1987.  He  previously  headed  the 
collections  program  at  the  Kentucky  Historical  Society  and  has  been  working  in 
the  museum  field  for  more  than  thirty  years. 


Mike's  dynamic  keynote  presentation  will  look  at  several  key  moments  in 
APH's  history  and  their  impact  on  APH  and  the  field  of  blindness  and  visual 
impairment.  As  Mike  says,  "In  the  end,  the  story  of  160  years  of  APH  history  is 
not  about  machines,  or  research  projects,  or  advisory  committees,  or  inventions, 
it  is  about  people.  People  and  their  stories,  teachers  and  their  students,  kids 
and  their  parents,  school  leaders  and  politicians  .  .  .  people  with  dreams, 
disappointments,  triumphs,  and  tragedies." 

Join  our  Museum  Director  during  his  keynote  address  on  Thursday  evening  as 
he  wanders  through  the  decades  and  links  these  all  too  intimate  stories  with  the 
greater  purposes  that  we  still  pursue. 
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THE  AMERICAN  PRINTING  HOUSE  FOR  THE  BLIND 
HONORS  THE  2018  APH  SCHOLARS 


APH  has  again  awarded  five  full  Annual  Meeting  scholarships. 

These  first-time  Annual  Meeting  attendees,  nominated  by  EOTs,  are 
selected  by  the  APH  Educational  Services  Advisory  Committee. 

•  Yvonne  Franz,  NC  —  Nominated  by  Amy  Campbell 

-  Krystal  Guillory,  LA  —  Nominated  by  Robin  King 

-  Donna  Hultman,  NE  —  Nominated  by  Tanya  Armstrong 
■  Eric  Shaw,  VT  —  Nominated  by  Stephanie  Bissonette 

•  Carmen  Willings,  GA  —  Nominated  by  Carson  Cochran 

WELCOME  TO  THE  FOLLOWING  NEW  EOTS  OF  THE 
AMERICAN  PRINTING  HOUSE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

■  Patricia  Beecher  —  New  Mexico  School  for  the  Visually  Impaired 

-  Jennifer  Buzolich  —  California  Department  of  Education 

-  Pam  Parker  —  Washington  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction 

-  Elizabeth  Pieters  —  Iowa  Educational  Services  for  the  Blind 

and  Visually  Impaired 

-  Almecia  Fillers  —  The  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind  of  New  Orleans 
Rebecca  Renshaw  —  Lavelle  for  the  Blind,  NY 

-  Jeremy  Stinson  —  Mississippi  School  for  the  Blind  and 

Mississippi  State  Department  of  Education 

■  Teri  Turgeon  —  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 

-  Keith  Van  Fossen  —  Virginia  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind 
Armando  Venegas  —  Utah  State  Office  of  Education 

■  Lisa  Yencarelli  —  Arizona  State  Schools  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind 
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Wednesday,  October  3,  2018 


7:45  am-5:00  pm 

REGENCY  BALLROOM  NORTH 

NATIONAL  PRISON  BRAILLE  FORUM 

8:00  am  >  4:00  pm 
CONFERENCE  THEATER 

RELATED  MEETING 

COSB:  COUNCIL  OF  SCHOOLS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Contact:  Paul  Olson 

3:00  pm-5:00  pm 
HOSPITALITY  SUITE,  RM  1712 

APH  SCHOLAR  ACADEMY 

■  Lou  Tutt,  Executive  Director,  AER 
•Janie  Blome,  Director,  Education  and 

Outreach,  APH 

4:00  pm-6:00  pm 

2ND  FLOOR  FOYER 

ANNUAL  MEETING  REGISTRATION 

AND  HELP  DESK 

6:00  pm-10:00  pm 

RELATED  MEETING 

REGENCY  BALLROOM  CENTER  COSB  AWARDS  BANQUET 

(Pre-registration  required) 
Contact:  Paul  Olson 


#APH18 

#APHInSights18 

Are  you  posting  about  your  Annual  Meeting  experience  on 
Facebook  or  Twitter?  Consider  using  the  official  meeting 
hashtag:  #APH18 

Find  all  posts  marked  with  this  hashtag  by  searching  for 
the  tag  in  your  social  media  app  search  box. 
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Thursday,  October  4,  2018 


8:00  am-6:30  pm  ANNUAL  MEETING  REGISTRATION  AND  HELP  DESK 

2ND  FLOOR  FOYER 


8:00  am-10:00  am 
HIALEAH 


RELATED  MEETING 

KLAS:  KEYSTONE  LIBRARY  AUTOMATION  SYSTEM 

Contact:  James  Burts 


8:00  am-12:00  pm 
CONFERENCE  THEATER 


8:00  am-12:00  pm 
GULFSTREAM 


RELATED  MEETING 

COSB:  COUNCIL  OF  SCHOOLS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Contact:  Paul  Olson 


RELATED  MEETING 

POSB:  PRINCIPALS  OF  SCHOOLS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Contact:  Sean  McCormick 


9:00  am-3:00  pm 
REGENCY  BALLROOM  SOUTH 


RELATED  MEETING 

IRCBVI:  INSTRUCTIONAL  RESOURCE  CENTERS  FOR 
THE  BLIND  AND  VISUALLY  IMPAIRED 

Contact:  Carrie  Brasier 


10:00  am-12:00  pm 
PARK  SUITE 


RELATED  MEETING 

STEM:  SCIENCE,  TECHNOLOGY,  ENGINEERING  AND 
MATHEMATICS  CONSORTIUM 

Contact:  Steve  Noble 


10:00  am-4:00  pm  APH  / AER  REHABILITATION  INSTITUTE 

KEENELAND  ■  Fran  Kelley,  Director,  Rehabilitation  Services 

The  Iris  Network  Rehabilitation  Center 

•  Amber  Mooney,  Case  Manager, 

The  Iris  Network  Rehabilitation  Center 

The  Iris  Network,  founded  in  1905  as  the  Maine 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  is  Maine's  leading 
independent  resource  for  visually  impaired  and 
blind  individuals.  Iris  Network  Staff  will  share 
information  about  the  programming,  content, 
staffing,  flexibility  that  drive  services.  Case 
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studies  from  The  Iris  Network  blindness  rehabilitation  and  vocational  training 
center  will  demonstrate  how  their  integrated  service  delivery  model,  and 
instruction  tailored  to  each  consumer,  bridges  rehabilitation  into  employment 


readiness  and  self-sufficiency. 

11:00  am-l:30  pm 
CHURCHILL  DOWNS 

LUNCHEON  MEETING  OF  APH  EOT 

ADVISORY  COMMITTEES 

(By  invitation  only) 

1:00  pm-4:00  pm 

CONFERENCE  THEATER 

RELATED  MEETING 

AER  NVID:  Association  for  Education  and 

Rehabilitation  of  the  Blind  and  Visually  Impaired 
Neurological  Visual  Impairment  Division 
■  Contact:  Susan  Sullivan 

1:00  pm-5:00  pm 

KENTUCKY  SUITE 

APH  INSIGHTS  ART  2018  EXHIBITION 

■  Rob  Guillen,  Government  and  Community 
Affairs  Special  Programs  Coordinator,  APH 

1:00  pm-5:00  pm 

REGENCY  BALLROOM  FOYER 

APH  PRODUCTS  SHOWCASE 

■  Chris  Prentice, 

Business  Development  Manager,  APH 

2:00  pm-3:30  pm 

CHURCHILL 

RELATED  MEETING 

STATE  VISION  CONSULTANTS 

Contact:  Kristin  Oien 

2:30  pm-5:00  pm 

PARK  SUITE 

EOT  FEDERAL  QUOTA  ASSISTANTS  MEETING 

•  Cindy  Amback,  Data  and  Information  Manager, 
Education  and  Outreach,  APH 

3:00  pm-4:30  pm 

DOWNS 

RELATED  MEETING 

NATIONAL  AGENDA  MEETING 

Contact:  Katherine  Botsford 

3:30  pm-5:30  pm 

CHURCHILL 

RELATED  MEETING 

COSB  OUTREACH  PROGRAMS 

Contact:  Ruth  Ann  Hynson 
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Thursday,  October  4,  2018  Continued... 


6:30  pm-8:00  pm 
REGENCY  BALLROOM 


OPENING  SESSION  AND  KEYNOTE  ADDRESS 


-  Facilitator:  Joe  Catavero,  EOT  representing  the 
New  York  Institute  for  Special  Education 

WELCOME  AND  OPENING  REMARKS 

■  Craig  Meador,  President,  ARM 

160TH  ANNIVERSARY  ESSAY  CONTEST  AWARDS 

■  Lauren  Hicks,  Internal  Co nnnn unication 

Coordinator,  APH 

■  Craig  Meador,  APH 


KEYNOTE  ADDRESS: 

“A  TASTE  FOR  READING  AND  THE  LOVE 
OF  KNOWLEDGE” 

■  Mi  cheat  Hudson,  Director,  Museum  of  the 

American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  APH 

APH  AWARDS  PRESENTATIONS: 

THE  VIRGIL  ZICKEL  AWARD 
PRESENTED  TO  PHILIPPE  CLAUDET 

-  Kate  Herndon,  Director, 

Educational  Research,  APH 

THE  WINGS  OF  FREEDOM  AWARD 
PRESENTED  TO  DR.  MICHAEL  J.  BINA 

■  Craig  Meador,  APH 

8:00  pm-9:30  pm  WELCOME  RECEPTION 

REGENCY  BALLROOM  SOUTH 


9:30  pm-ll:00  pm  HOSPITALITY  SUITE  OPEN 

HOSPITALITY  SUITE,  RM  1712 
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The  way  we  see  it, 
every  day  is 
independence  day 


WELCOME  EVERYONE. 


AMERICAN 

PRINTING 

HOUSE 


APH.ORG 


7:30  am-8:30  am 

NEW  EOT  ORIENTATION  BREAKFAST 

GULFSTREAM  /  HIALEAH 

By  invitation  oniy;  Pre-registration  required 

7:30  am-8:30  am 

BUFFET  BREAKFAST 

REGENCY  BALLROOM  SOUTH 

8:00  am-6:30  pm 

2ND  FLOOR  FOYER 

ANNUAL  MEETING  REGISTRATION 

AND  HELP  DESK 

8:00  am-5:00  pm 

KENTUCKY  SUITE 

APH  INSIGHTS  ART  2018  EXHIBITION 

■  Rob  Guiiien,  APH 

8:00  am-5:00  pm 

REGENCY  BALLROOM  FOYER 

APH  PRODUCTS  SHOWCASE 

■  Chris  Prentice,  APH 

8:45  am-10:00  am 

GENERAL  SESSION  I 

REGENCY  BALLROOM 

■  Facilitator:  Dan  Wenzel,  EOT  representing 

Blind,  Inc. 

AGENCY  UPDATES 

COUNCIL  OF  SCHOOLS  FOR  THE  BLIND  (COSB) 

-  Paul  Olson,  President 

VISION  SERVE  ALLIANCE 

■  Roxann  Mayros,  President  and  CEO 

“WHEN  A  RICH  HISTORY  PAVES  THE  WAY 

TO  A  SUCCESSFUL  FUTURE” 

■  Matt  Rummele,  Knowledge 

Management  Manager,  APH 

■  Jane  Thompson,  Director,  Accessible  Tests, 

Textbooks  and  Braille  Improvement,  APH 

REPORT  ON  THE  STATE  OF  THE  COMPANY 

Craig  Meador,  APH 

10:00  am-10: 15  am 

BREAK 
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10:15  am-ll:00  am 


CONCURRENT  ROUNDTABLE  DISCUSSIONS 


BELMONT 

“ADULT  LIFE  / TRANSITION  FOCUS  GROUP” 

■  Justine  Taylor,  Low  Vision  Project  Leader,  APH 

■  Laura  Zierer,  Product  Development 

Project  Leader,  APH 

Help  us  help  you!  APH  is  interested  in  the 
challenges  and  obstacles  you  face  when  serving 
these  populations.  Desired  outcomes:  Identify 
the  major  gaps  in  Adult  LifeyTransition  products; 
brainstorm  product  ideas  and  solutions  to  address 
the  many  challenges  professionals  face. 

CHURCHILL  DOWNS 

“EMERGENT  LITERACY  FOR  LEARNERS  WITH 

MULTIPLE  DISABILITIES  AND/OR  CVI” 

■  Tristan  Pierce,  Multiple  Disabilities 

Project  Leader,  APH 

■  Susan  Sullivan,  CVI  Project  Leader,  APH 

This  round  table  will  be  an  informal 

focus  group  to  guide  APH's  development  of 
communication  modes  and  literacy  materials 
to  accommodate  learners  who  are  at  the 
sensorimotor  and  preoperational  stages  of 
cognitive  development.  With  your  help,  APH  and 
teachers  can  provide  opportunities  for  these 
learners  to  reach  new  horizons. 

GULFSTREAM  /  HIALEAH 

“EOT  ROUNDTABLE:  BUILDING  A  COMMUNITY 

OF  PRACTICE  MENTOR  MODEL  FOR  APH 

EX  OFFICIO  TRUSTEES" 

■  Mary  Lane,  EOT  representing  the 

New  Hampshire  Department  of  Education 

■  Serena  Preston,  EOT  representing  the  Illinois 

School  for  the  Visually  Impaired 

The  best  way  to  learn  about  being  an  Ex  Officio 
Trustee  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind  is  from  another  Ex  Officio  Trustee.  How 
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could  having  an  EOT  mentor  help  you?  How 
could  being  an  EOT  mentor  help  you?  This 
session  will  examine  ways  that  EOTs  can  build 
a  community  of  practice  through  mentorships 
and  collaboration. 

KEENELAND  “EDUCATION  ISSUES  ROUNDTABLE” 

■  Martin  Monson,  Short  Course  Teacher, 

Kentucky  School  for  the  Blind 

■  Mark  Richert,  Director,  Public  Policy,  American 

Foundation  for  the  Blind 

■  Dorinda  Rife,  Vice  President,  Educational 

Services  and  Product  Development,  APH 

Students  with  visual  impairment  and  blindness 
are  at  the  heart  of  what  we  do  at  APH  and  the 
business  of  our  EOTs.  The  landscape  is  changing 
every  day,  and  along  with  it  new  challenges 
in  the  education  of  adults  and  children  with  BVI. 
Share  your  experiences  and  insights  alongside 
your  colleagues  at  this  interactive  session. 

PARK  SUITE  “WHAT’S  NEXT  FOR  STEM  PRODUCTS?” 

■  Rosanne  Hoffmann,  STEM  Project  Leader,  APH 

■  Larry  Skutchan,  Director, 

Technology  Product  Research,  APH 

An  overview  of  recent  STEM  and  STEM-related 
technology  products  available  from  APH  and 
other  vendors  will  open  the  discussion  to  what 
is  needed  for  the  future  with  regard  to  low  and 
high  tech  educational  products. 

PIMLICO  “A  RESOURCE  SERVICES  /  NIMAC  CONVERSATION” 

•  Julia  Myers,  Director,  Resource  Services 
and  NIMAC,  APH 

Resource  Services  and  NIMAC  staff  will  be  on 
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hand  to  answer  your  questions  and  demonstrate 
the  features  of  Louis,  the  File  Repository,  the 
NIMAC,  and  the  APH  Libraries. 


11:00  am-ll:15  am 


BREAK 


11:15  am-12:00  pm 


BELMONT 


REHABILITATION  ROUNDTABLE 


■  Doug  Anziovar,  EOT  representing 

the  Hadley  School  for  the  Blind 

■  Donna  Earley,  EOT  representing 

the  South  Carolina  Commission  for  the  Blind 

What  are  your  concerns,  issues,  successes  and 
other  topics  that  you'd  like  to  share  with  other 
rehabilitation  professionals?  What  works  for 
you  that  others  need  to  know?  What  are  your 
colleagues  doing  that  can  help  you?  How  can  APH 
help  you  better  serve  your  clients?  Find  out  these 
answers  and  more  during  this  lively  interactive 
discussion! 


CHURCHILL  DOWNS 


TANGIBLE  RESULTS 


-  Fred  Otto,  Tactile  Literacy  Project  Leader 

What  APH  tactile  learning  products  have  made  a 
real  difference  for  students  in  your  state  or  agency? 
Come  prepared  to  talk  about  tangible  materials 
or  kits  —  large  or  small,  old  or  new,  high  tech  or 
low  —  that  have  helped  make  tactile  learning  come 
alive  for  students.  Share  learning  effects  you've 
seen  or  heard  about,  and  we'll  discuss  what  makes 
these  materials  unique  and  effective. 


EXPLORING  DIAGNOSTIC  ASSESSMENTS 


GULFSTREAM  /  HIALEAH 


■  Carolyn  ZIerer,  Test  and  Assessment 
Project  Leader,  APH 

Come  join  the  fun  as  we  explore  the  past, 
present,  and  future  in  the  world  of  academic 
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diagnostic  assessments.  Time  will  be  provided 
for  some  hands  on  experiences! 

KEENELAND  “NEUROLOGICAL  VISUAL  IMPAIRMENT 

ROUNDTABLE  DISCUSSION” 

-  Susan  Sullivan,  CVI  Project  Leader,  APH 

This  session  will  discuss  the  current  "hot  topics" 
and  needs  in  the  world  of  neurological  visual 
Impairments  in  populations  from  birth  through 
adulthood.  We  will  brainstorm  action  items 
as  well  as  product  ideas  that  may  help  with 
habilitation  or  rehabilitation  needs. 

“EOT  ROUNDTABLE:  OPEN  FORUM” 

■  Marty  McKenzie,  ESAC  Chair,  and  EOT 

representing  the  South  Carolina  Department 
of  Education  and  the  South  Carolina  School 
for  the  Deaf  and  Blind 

•  Kristin  Oien,  EPAC  Chair,  and  EOT  representing 
the  Minnesota  Department  of  Education 

Ex  Officio  Trustees  are  charged  with  administering 
APH's  Federal  Quota  accounts.  While  each  EOT 
develops  processes  and  procedures  appropriate 
for  their  individual  accounts,  there  are  always 
questions  about  the  most  effective  techniques. 
An  open  forum  to  ask  questions  and  share 
techniques  will  be  helpful  for  all. 


HALL  OF  FAME  INDUCTION  CEREMONY  LUNCHEON 


OPENING  REMARKS 

■  Jane  Erin,  Past  Chair,  National  Governing  Board, 
Hall  for  Fame  for  Leaders  and  Legends  of  the 
Blindness  Field 


PARK  SUITE 


12:00  pm-l:30  pm 
REGENCY  BALLROOM 
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INDUCTION  CEREMONY  HONORING: 


1:45  pm-2:30  pm 
BELMONT 


CHURCHILL  DOWNS 


FRANK  HALL 

Introduction  by  Jane  Erin 
Acceptance  by  Carl  Augusto 

SUSAN  JAY  SPUNGIN 

Introduction  by  Jane  Erin 
Acceptance  by  Susan  Jay  Spungin 

CLOSING  REMARKS 

Craig  Meador,  APH 


CONCURRENT  SESSIONS 


“INSIDE  THE  NEW  APH  BRAND:  HIDDEN  MESSAGES 
FOR  A  FUTURE  THAT  BELONGS  TO  EVERYONE” 

■  Anne  Durham,  Vice  President, 

Marketing  and  Sales,  APH 

You  may  have  noticed  that  APH  has  a  new  look  — 
but  a  brand  goes  far  beyond  a  logo  and  graphics. 
It  reveals  the  heart,  soul,  and  Intentions  of  an 
organization  in  both  obvious  and  subtle  ways. 

It  is  an  essential  catalyst  for  creating  change. 
Learn  how  the  APH  brand  effort  is  helping  to  build 
a  future  that  belongs  to  everyone  and  create 
"unfettered  access  to  happiness."  Members  of 
APH's  in-house  creative  agency,  Dot6,  will  be  on 
hand  to  answer  questions  about  applying  the 
brand  to  graphic  design,  video  and  photography, 
written  materials,  and  the  website. 

“NEW  HORIZONS  IN  STEM  ACCESSIBILITY  WITH  THE 
GRAPHITI" 

-  Ken  Perry,  Project  Leader,  APH 

■  Jeanette  Wicker,  Core  Curriculum 

Project  Leader,  APH 

Graphiti^'^  is  a  dynamic  multilevel  tactile  display. 
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GULFSTREAM  /  HIALEAH 


KEENELAND 


Presenters  will  highlight  new  features  including 
HDMI  and  demonstrate  the  potential  for  use  in 
STEM  classes. 

‘TO  INFINITY  AND  BEYOND!  ENDLESS  IDEAS  FOR 
BUILDING  TACTILE  LITERACY  SKILLS” 

■  Karen  Poppe,  Tactile  Literacy  Project  Leader,  APH 

Do  mundane  ways  of  providing  tactile  graphic 
instruction  weigh  you  down?  Are  your  students' 
fingers  bored  and  listless  from  using  the  same 
old  graphics?  Do  you  want  to  be  more  popular 
with  your  tactile  readers?  Come  to  this  session  to 
experience  some  fun  ideas  to  inspire  interest  in 
tactile  graphics  and  build  necessary  skills  at  the 
same  time. 

“EOT  TRAINING  SESSION:  Pll  AND  PRIVACY” 
REQUIREMENTS  -  IMPACT  ON  PRODUCTS 
AND  DATABASES” 

■  Carson  Cochran,  EOT  representing  the  Georgia 

Department  of  Education 

•  Joon  Lee,  Copyright  and  Cataloging  Librarian,  APH 

•  Michael  McDonald,  Programmer  III,  APH 

■  Gary  Patterson,  Vice  President,  Technology, 

Quorum  Resources,  Inc. 

APH  and  other  agencies  continue  to  work  to 
develop  a  wide-range  of  procedures  to  address 
student  privacy.  Presenters  in  this  session  will 
discuss  the  legal  landscape  of  student's  PII  and 
explore  steps  to  implement  the  necessary  technical 
and  organizational  data  privacy  and  security 
measures  for  APH  products  and  services.  The 
history  of  online  based  APH  products  that  collect 
student  data  will  be  shared,  along  with  plans  to 
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protect  sensitive  data  moving  forward,  including 
the  types  of  data  that  are  collected  and  how 
new  APH  products  will  address  data  collection. 
Participants  will  have  the  opportunity  to  hear  how 
others  are  meeting  the  challenge  of  protecting 
privacy  while  successfully  meeting  the  needs  of 
students  and  the  agencies  that  serve  them. 


PARK  SUITE 


TEACHING  YOUNG  BLIND  STUDENTS 


CODING  SKILLS” 

-  Larry  Skutchan,  APH 

■  Dorinda  Rife,  APH 

■  Li  Zhou,  Core  Curriculum  Project  Leader,  APH 

This  presentation  will  introduce  you  to  a 
tactile  and  auditory  method  of  representing 
coding  concepts. 


PIMLICO 


PHASING  OUT  THE  APH  TRADITIONAL 


ENLARGEMENT  TEXTBOOK  PROCESS” 

•Jane  Thompson,  APH 

As  the  result  of  an  Educational  Products  Advisory 
Committee  recommendation,  APH  is  announcing 
a  plan  to  phase  out  the  production  of  textbooks 
using  the  APH  Traditional  Enlargement  textbook 
process.  Find  out  how  this  plan  will  impact 
your  textbook  orders  in  the  future  and  what 
your  other  options  will  be  to  provide  quality  large 
print  textbooks  for  your  students. 


2:30  pm-2:45  pm 


BREAK 
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2:45  pm  -3:45  pm 
REGENCY  BALLROOM 


■  Facilitator:  Christine  Hinton,  EOT  representing 

the  New  Jersey  Commission  for  the  Blind  and 
Visually  Impaired 

AGENCY  UPDATES 

BRAILLE  INSTITUTE  OF  AMERICA 

■  Nancy  Niebrugge,  Vice  President, 

Program  Content 

COUNCIL  FOR  EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN,  DIVISION 
ON  VISUAL  IMPAIRMENTS  AND  DEAFBLINDNESS 
(CEC-DVIDB) 

•Amy  Parker,  President 


“BUILDING  ON  PATTERNS  PRODUCT 
ANNOUNCEMENT:  A  BUILDING  ON  PATTERNS 
MILESTONE  PROCLAMATION!” 

■  Kate  Herndon,  Director, 

Educational  Research,  APH 

•  Cathy  Senft-Graves,  Braille  Literacy 

Project  Leader,  APH 

INTRODUCTION  OF  2018  APH  SCHOLARS 

■  Dorinda  Rife,  APH 

INTRODUCTION  OF  2018  PRISON  BRAILLE  FORUM 
DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 

■  Dorinda  Rife,  APH 

NATIONAL  PRISON  BRAILLE  NETWORK  UPDATE 

■Jayma  Hawkins,  National  Prison  Braille 
Network  Coordinator,  Government  and 
Community  Affairs,  APH 

•  Allen  Mayes,  Braille  Transcriber,  APH 
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3:45  pni-4:00  pm 

Break 

4:00  pm-4:45  pm 

CONCURRENT  SESSIONS 

BELMONT 

“OVERVIEW  OF  THE  WOODCOCK-JOHNSON  IV 

BRAILLE  ADAPTATION” 

■  Lynne  Jaffe,  Learning  Disabilities  Specialist, 
Educational  Consultant 
-  Carolyn  Zierer,  APH 

The  Woodcock-Johnson  IV  Braille  Adaptation  may 

be  used  to  assess  academic  achievement  and 

multiple  cognitive  and  language  abilities.  This 
presentation  will  provide  an  overview  of  the  WJ 

IV  Braille  for  professionals  who  are  not  assessors 
regarding  the  abilities  and  skills  it  targets,  how 
the  results  are  used,  and  the  types  of  adaptations 
that  were  made  for  examinees  who  are  blind. 

CHURCHILL  DOWNS 

“ACCESSIBLE  CITIES  INITIATIVE” 

■  Cecilia  Re  redo,  Director  of  Grants,  APH 

■  Elizabeth  Schaller,  Digital  Assets  & 

Metadata  Librarian,  APH 

■  Linda  Turner,  Digital  Resources  and  Technical 

Services  Manager,  APH 

■  Shell  Walker,  NIMAC  Digital  Assets  Librarian,  APH 
-  Denise  Snow  Wilson,  Technical  Communications 

Specialist,  APH 

Learn  how  APH  staff  are  working  with  local 
organizations  to  make  Louisville  the  most 
accessible  city  in  the  United  States.  Join  us 
as  we  share  research,  statistics,  and  think  about 
how  to  replicate  our  results  in  other  communities. 
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GULFSTREAM  /  HIALEAH 


KEENELAND 


PARK  SUITE 


“USING  SIMULATION  SOFTWARE  TO  TEACH 
STUDENTS  HOW  TO  DEAL  WITH 
UNCONTROLLED  CROSSINGS” 

•  Dona  Sauerburger,  CONS 

-  Laura  Zierer,  APH 

Come  and  experience  simulation  exercises  and 
learn  about  a  process  for  instruction  that  you 
can  use  with  your  students!  Session  will  briefly 
explain  what  Situations  of  Uncertainty  are,  why 
it  is  important  to  be  able  to  recognize  and  deal 
with  them,  and  then  showcase  a  software  that 
APH  has  developed. 

“EOT  TRAINING  SESSION:  EOTS  AND  THE  APH 
WEBSITE  -  USING  THE  EOT  DASHBOARD” 

•  Anne  Durham,  APH 

■  Alejandro  Erick  Franco,  ClO/Vice  President, 

Information  Technology,  APH 

Come  learn  how  the  new  website/eCommerce 
(APH  Shop)  operates  and  discover  new 
functionalities  and  special  features  for  Ex  Officio 
Trustees.  We  will  also  demonstrate  the  new 
single  sign  on  (SSO)  across  the  shopping  site, 
SRS,  and  the  Louis  database. 

“DIGITAL  PRODUCT  SHOWCASE” 

-  Corey  Knapp,  Software  Engineer,  APH 

-  Lawrence  Lovelace,  iOS  App  Developer,  APH 

■  Joe  Wegner,  Software  Engineer,  APH 

■  Li  Zhou,  APH 

"Alexa,  why  should  I  attend  the  Digital  Product 
Showcase  session?"  Alexa:  "You  will  learn  about 
the  latest  APH  voice  assistance  skills  and  iOS 
apps:  Talking  Typer,  Practice2Master  Fractions, 
and  the  soon-to-be  released  Crosswords  product." 
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PIMLICO 


4:30  pm--5:30  pm 
KENTUCKY  SUITE 


5:00  pm-6:00  pm 
SWAY  BAR 


“BUILDING  ON  PATTERNS  PREKINDERGARTEN: 
BUILDING  ON  OUR  HISTORY  TO  EXPAND 
OUR  HORIZONS” 

■  Jo  Ellen  Croft,  Educational  Vision  Consultant 

■  Cathy  Senft-Graves,  Braille  Literacy  Project 

Leader,  APH 

■  Anna  Swenson,  Braille  Literacy  Consultant 

Join  us  for  an  overview  of  the  new  Building 
on  Patterns,  Second  Edition,  Prekindergarten 
program.  Participants  will  learn  about  the  history 
and  research  behind  the  development  of  this 
curriculum  and  how  It  incorporates  current  best 
practices  in  early  childhood  literacy  development. 
The  session  will  Include  an  opportunity  for 
hands-on  exploration  of  the  materials  and  a 
demonstration  of  the  online  resources. 

MEET  THE  ARTISTS 

Please  join  us  for  the  opportunity  to  meet  our 
outstanding  APH  InSights  Artists  as  they  display 
their  work! 

GRAPHITI  PICTIONARY  GAME  NIGHT 

Count  on  big  laughs  when  you  and  your  team  get 
together  to  find  out  who's  an  artist  and  who  can 
interpret  tactile  graphics.  Join  us  for  a  modified 
game  of  Pictionary  using  the  Graphiti  and  our 
specially  chosen  categories  during  our  second 
annual  Annual  Meeting  game  night! 
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APH  INSIGHTS  ART  BANQUET 


6:30  pm  -  8:30  pm 

APH  INSIGHTS  ART  BANQUET 

REGENCY  BALLROOM 

■  Facilitator:  Paula  Penrod,  EOT  representing 

the  Kentucky  School  for  the  Blind  and  the 

Kentucky  Department  of  Education 

Seating  for  artists  and  their  guests  will  begin 
at  6:00. 

Doors  will  open  for  general  seating  at  6:15. 

2018  APH  INSIGHTS  ART  AWARDS  PRESENTATION 

■  Rob  Guillen,  APH 

•  Leslie  Farr  Knox,  Director,  Marketing 
and  Communications,  APH 

■  Craig  Meador,  APH 

8:30  pm  -  11:00  pm 
HOSPITALITY  SUITE,  RM  1712 

HOSPITALITY  SUITE  OPEN 
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SC-lTi 


Our  beginning 
as  a  printing  house 
is  just  one  chapter 
of  our  story. 


WELCOME  EVERYONE. 


AMERICAN 

PRINTING 

HOUSE 


APH.ORG 


Saturday,  October  6,  2018 


7:45  am-8:45  am  BUFFET  BREAKFAST 

REGENCY  BALLROOM  SOUTH 


8:00  am-12:00  pm  APH  INSIGHTS  ART  2018  EXHIBITION 

KENTUCKY  SUITE  •  Rob  Guillen,  APH 


8:00  am-12:00  pm  APH  PRODUCTS  SHOWCASE 

REGENCY  BALLROOM  FOYER  •  Chris  Prentice,  APH 


8:45  am-9:30  am 


REGENCY  BALLROOM  ■  Facilitator:  Sharon  Giovinazzo,  EOT 

representing  World  Services  for  the  Blind 

AGENCY  UPDATES 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND  (AFB) 

■  Kirk  Adams,  President  and  CEO 

ASSOCIATION  FOR  EDUCATION  AND 
REHABILITATION  OF  THE  BLIND  AND 
VISUALLY  IMPAIRED  (AER) 

■  Lou  Tutt,  Executive  Director 

■  Janie  Blome,  President 

■  Emily  Coleman,  President-Elect 


CELEBRATING  OUR  SUCCESSES 

■  Marla  Delgado,  Director  of  Accessibility,  APH 

■  Krystal  Guillory,  Teacher  of  the  Blind, 

Lincoln  School  District,  Louisiana 

■  Robert  Hair,  Superintendent  /  CEO, 

Maryland  School  for  the  Blind 

■  Joe  Hodge,  Software  Quality  Assurance 

Analyst,  APH 

9:30  am-9:45  am  BREAK 
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9:45  am-10:45  am 


CONCURRENT  SESSIONS 


BELMONT 


CHURCHILL  DOWNS 


GULFSTREAM  /  HIALEAH 


“PARTNERING  ON  BEHALF  OF  OUR  YOUNGEST 
CONSUMERS:  BABIES  COUNT” 

■  Dorinda  Rife,  APH 

APH  and  the  New  Mexico  School  for  the  Blind 
and  Visually  Impaired  are  partnering  to  populate 
a  ground-breaking  database  that  will  help 
us  understand  current  and  future  changes  in 
the  population  we  serve  and  inform  future 
product  development.  Learn  how  you  and  your 
constituents  can  get  involved  in  this  important 
project  and  make  babies  count! 


“MAKE  IT!” 

■  Ken  Perry,  Project  Leader,  APH 

The  session  will  provide  an  overview  of  the  Maker 
Movement,  it's  effect  on  people  with  disabilities, 
and  projects  that  APH  has  on  the  horizon. 
Attendees  will  see  examples  of  Maker  projects 
and  provide  input  on  the  future  of  the  Accessible 
Maker  Movement. 

“AN  OPEN  BOOK:  TRANSATLANTIC  TACTILE 
BOOK  TALK” 

-  Philippe  Ciaudet,  Founder,  Les  Doigts  Qui  Revent 

-  Suzette  Wright,  Emergent  Literacy 

Project  Leader,  APH 

Join  us  to  talk  about  illustrated  tactile  book 
development  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  and 
what  the  future  promises  for  making  more,  and 
better,  books  for  young  children  likely  to  read 
braille  and  other  audiences  sharing  these  books. 
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KEENELAND  “BRAILLEBLASTER:  NEW  ADVANCES  IN  MATH  AND 

TACTILE  GRAPHICS” 

-  Keith  Creasy,  Developer  and  Technical  Lead,  APH 

-  William  Freeman,  Software  Quality  Assurance 

Analyst  and  Transcriber,  APH 

-  Rebecca  Luttmer,  Software  Developer,  APH 

BrailleBlaster''^  is  a  free,  easy-to-use  braille 
transcription  program  from  APH.  Please  join  us 
to  learn  some  of  the  basics  while  also  hearing 
about  great  new  features!  We'll  explore  the 
first- of- its- kind  spatial  math  tools  while  also 
debuting  the  many  new  document  types  that 
can  be  opened.  We'll  then  discuss  future 
development  before  concluding  with  a  question 
and  answer  session. 

PARK  SUITE  “INTRODUCING  THE  NEW  APH  WEBSITE” 

-  Anne  Durham,  APH 

-  Alejandro  Erick  Franco,  APH 

Come  learn  about  the  innovative  features 
and  functionalities  of  the  new  APH  website  / 
eCommerce  site  (APH  Shop). 

PIMLICO  “EOT  TRAINING  SESSION:  SHARING  THE  APH 

MESSAGE  -  POWERPOINTS,  VIDEO,  AND 
OTHER  TOOLS” 

■  Kerry  Isham,  Education  and  Outreach 

Specialist,  APH 

■  Marty  McKenzie,  EOT,  South  Carolina 

■  Paul  Olson,  EOT  representing  the 

North  Dakota  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
and  the  North  Dakota  School  for  the  Blind 

Are  you  looking  for  ways  to  share  information 
about  APH  with  administrators,  instructors, 
educators,  legislators  and  others?  Come  see  an 
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overview  of  PowerPoint  presentations,  videos,  and 
other  tools  used  by  EOTs  and  APH  staff  in  their 
roles  to  share  the  APH  message.  This  session  will 
showcase  presentations  used  by  EOTs  and  APH 
staff  and  will  seek  input  from  the  audience  about 
what  information  should  be  included  and  ways  to 
create  materials. 

10:45  am-ll;00  am 

BREAK 

^  11:00  am-ll:45  am 

CONCURRENT  SESSIONS 

BELMONT 

“USING  YOUR  BRAND  TO  SUPPORT  YOUR 

NONPROFIT  AGENCY” 

-  Pip  Pullen,  President,  Mightily  Advertising 

Your  brand  is  your  most  precious  asset.  Knowing 
how  to  share  it  powerfully  with  limited  resources 
is  critical  in  a  competitive  nonprofit  environment. 

CHURCHILL  DOWNS 

“INTRODUCING  APH  PRESS” 

■  Larry  Marotta,  APH  Press  Executive  Editor,  APH 

■  Julia  Myers,  APH 

■  Dorinda  Rife,  APH 

We  will  discuss  the  latest  information  about 
the  APH  Press,  formerly  AFB  Press,  focusing  on 
editorial  operations.  We  will  provide  an  overview 
of  the  new  Press  Advisory  Board  and  its  role  in 
guiding  the  Press.  The  Executive  Editor  will  be 
introduced,  and  we  will  offer  a  sneak  peak  of 
pending  publications. 

GULFSTREAM  /  HIALEAH 

“INDOOR  EXPLORER  AND  OPENSTREETMAP: 

PROGRESS  AND  DEVELOPMENTS” 

■  Keith  Creasy,  APH 

■  Jeremiah  Rose,  Digital  Maps  Coordinator,  APH 

Presenting  the  latest  news  and  developments 
related  to  the  Nearby  Explorer^*^  App,  Indoor 

APH  —  150th  Annual  Meeting  of  Ex  Officio  Trustees 


Explorer,  and  mapping  using  OpenStreetMap® 
and  related  tools.  Discussion  will  cover  basic 
information  on  the  use  of  Nearby  Explorer,  how 
the  indoor  features  work,  things  weVe  learned 
over  the  past  year,  an  overview  of  how  the 
mapping  process  works,  venues  that  have  been 
equipped  with  indoor  support,  and  future  plans. 
Questions  and  comments  are  welcome! 


VITAL  CONNECTIONS:  INTRODUCING  THE 


KEENELAND 


APH  CONNECTCENTER!” 

■  Scott  Blome,  Director,  Digital  Content,  APH 
•  Alan  Lovell,  Coordinator,  DirectConntect,  APH 

Partnering  with  the  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind,  APH  is  now  the  steward  of  several 
key  information  resources  founded  by  AFB. 

We  have  grouped  these  resources  under  the 
name  "APH  ConnectCenter."  Included  in  the  APH 
ConnectCenter  are:  the  "APH  ConnectDirect" 
information  and  referral  800  line;  the  Directory 
of  Services  database;  FamilyConnect.org; 
CareerConnect;  and  VisionAware.org.  Come 
learn  more  about  these  comprehensive  free- 
of-charge  resources,  and  how  they  can  make  a 
difference  for  you,  your  staff,  and  the  teachers, 
parents,  students,  and  adults  you  serve. 


PARK  SUITE 


EOT  TRAINING  SESSION:  FREQUENTLY 


ASKED  QUESTIONS” 

-  Amy  Campbell,  EOT  representing  the  North 
Carolina  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
■  Pepper  Watson,  EOT  representing  the  Oklahoma 
Department  of  Education 

There  are  no  dumb  questions,  but  there  are 
definitely  some  questions  that  are  frequently 
asked  by  APH  Ex  Officio  Trustees.  We  will 
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identify  some  of  those  questions  and  use  the 
collective  experience  and  knowledge  of  the 
presenters  and  the  audience  to  come  up  with 
some  frequently  given  answers! 

PIMLICO 

“APH  UNIVERSAL  DESIGN  AND  CVI” 

■  Susan  Sullivan,  APH 

APH  has  an  assortment  of  products  specifically 
designed  for  learners  with  CVI.  This  session  will 
share  past  and  future  products  that  are  very 
appropriate  for  this  population  due  to  project 
leaders  using  Universal  Design  techniques  in 
product  creation. 

11:45  am  -  11:50  am 

TRAVEL  BREAK 

ll:50  am-12:20  pm 

GENERAL  SESSION  IV 

REGENCY  BALLROOM 

■  Facilitator:  Robin  King,  EOT  representing  the 

Louisiana  Department  of  Education 

AGENCY  UPDATE: 

THE  BRAILLE  CHALLENGE  /  CANE  QUEST 

■  Sergio  Oliva,  Director,  National  Programs 

APH  GIFT  CERTIFICATE  AND  CASH! 

PRODUCT  SHOWCASE  DOOR  PRIZE  PRESENTATION 

CLOSING  REMARKS  -  A  CALL  TO  ACTION 

■  Dorinda  Rife,  APH 
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Saturday,  October  6,  201 8  Continued... 


12:30  pm-l:45  pm 
REGENCY  BALLROOM  SOUTH 


MANDATORY  EOT 
FORMAL  LUNCHEON 

Ex  Officio  Trustees  Oniy 
Pre-registration  Required 


4:45  pm 

HYATT  MOTOR  LOBBY 


TRANSPORTATION  TO  CHURCHILL  DOWNS 

Buses  will  pick  up  registered  passengers  in  the 
Hyatt  motor  lobby  for  transportation  to  Churchil 
Downs.  Boarding  will  begin  at  4:45  and  buses 
will  depart  promptly  at  5:00. 


5:30  pm-8:30  pm 
KENTUCKY  DERBY  MUSEUM 
AT  CHURCHILL  DOWNS 


DINNER  AT  THE  DOWNS: 

TOURS,  TASTINGS,  AND  TREATS! 


8:30-9:00  pm 


RETURN  TRANSPORTATION  TO  HYATT 


FUTURE  ANNUAL  MEETING  DATES 

Mark  your  calendars  now  and  plan  to  join  us  for  next  year's  Annual 
Meeting  event  in  Louisville,  KY,  USA! 

-  2019:  October  10  -  12,  Hyatt  Regency  Louisville 
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APH  InSights  Award  Recipients  2018 


ABOUT  THE  APH  INSIGHTS  ART  COMPETITION  AND  EXHIBITION  FOR 
ARTISTS  WHO  ARE  BLIND  AND  VISUALLY  IMPAIRED 

Each  year,  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  sponsors  APH  InSights,  a 
unique  art  competition  and  exhibition  that  is  exclusively  for  legally  blind  artists 
of  all  ages  and  skill  levels.  This  competition  draws  entries  from  across  the  United 
States  and  around  the  world,  furthering  our  mission  of  "promoting  independence 
of  persons  who  are  blind"  by  providing  a  forum  for  creative  individual  expression. 

APH  is  proud  to  announce  that  the  following  artists  are  award  winners  from  the 
2018  APH  InSights  Art  Competition. 


PRESCHOOLyKINDERGARTEN 

Kaden  Pippin,  First 
Baxter  Redinger,  Second 
Anthony  Bioguszewski,  Third 

FIRST-THIRD  GRADES 

Clara  Scelsi,  First 
Ava  Tabbert,  Second 
David  Yeast,  Third 

FOURTH-SIXTH  GRADES 


SEVENTH-NINTH  GRADES 

Kaytlyn  Floyd,  First 
Josh  Teitge,  Second 
Christopher  Martinez,  Third  -  Tie 
Riley  Seif,  Third  -  Tie 

TENTH-TWELFTH  GRADES 

TSBVI  Group  Project,  First 
Garrett  Starr,  Second 
Kiersten  King,  Third 


UNGRADED 

Ashley  Geary,  First 
Team  Blue,  Second 
Gabe  Smith,  Third 

CRAFT 

Lynda  Lambert,  First 
Almaz  Haile,  Second 
Sherry  Worth,  Third 

SCULPTURE 

Russell  Schermer,  First 
Wanda  Owens,  Second 
Lawrence  Lancaster,  Third 

TWO-DIMENSIONAL 

Dorothy  Chaffee,  First 
Samual  Dietze,  Second 
Kurt  Weston,  Third 


Caden  Drier,  First 

AnniKamarie  Ottaway-Velder,  Second 
Keeron  Perrin,  Third 
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HYATT  REGENCY 
HOTEL  MAPS 


NOTE:  A  TACTILE  MAP  OF  THE  HYATT  REGENCY 
LOUISVILLE  IS  AVAILABLE  SEPARATELY. 


MOTOR  LOBBY 
ENTRANCE 


PREFUNCTION 


PIMLICO 

A 


HYATT  STAYFIT® 


L  J 


t) 
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HYATT  REGENCY 
HOTEL  MAPS 
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TO  PARKING 


FREIGHT 

ELEVATOR 
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Committees,  Trustees,  and  Officers 


EX  OFFICIO  TRUSTEE  ADVISORY  COMMITTEES  2018 


Educational  Products  Advisory  Committee 


Kirstin  Oien,  Minnesota,  Chair 
Doug  Anzlovar,  Illinois 
Emily  Coleman,  Washington 
Nancy  Moulton,  Maine 


Paul  Olson,  North  Dakota 
Christine  Short,  Iowa 
Mary  Jo  Wagner,  West  Virginia 
Alternate:  Angyin  Young,  Arkansas 


Educational  Services  Advisory  Committee 


Marty  McKenzie,  South  Carolina,  Chair 
Donna  Early,  South  Carolina 
Rob  Hair,  Maryland 
Mary  Lane,  New  Hampshire 


Marje  Kaiser,  South  Dakota 
Serena  Preston,  Illinois 
Dan  Wenzel,  Minnesota 
Alternate:  Robin  King,  Louisiana 


APH  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

Jane  Hardy,  Chair 
Angie  M.  Evans 
Dr.  Virginia  T.  Keeney 
W.  James  Lintner,  Jr. 

W.  Barrett  Nichols 
Herbert  W.  "Bart"  Perkins,  III 
Phoebe  A.  Wood 

APH  CORPORATE  OFFICERS 

Dr.  Craig  Meador,  President 

Bob  Belknap,  VP,  Development 

Anne  Durham,  VP, 

Marketing  and  Sales 

J.  Gary  Mudd,  VP, 

Government  and  Community  Affairs 


Dr.  Charles  Barr 
Judge  David  Holton 
Dr.  Julie  S.  Lee 
Dr.  Craig  Meador 
Yung  Nguyen 
Darrell  R.  Wells 


William  G.  Beavin,  VP,  Finance 

Vicki  G.  Buns,  VP,  HR 

Alejandro  Erick  Franco,  VP, 
Information  Technology 

Dorinda  Rife,  VP, 

Educational  Services 
and  Product  Development 
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AMERICAN 
PRINTING 
HOUSE 


APH’s  160th  Anniversary 
Writing  Contest 

1ST  PLACE 
WINNING  ESSAYS 


7 


( 


I 


WRITING  CONTEST  JUDGES 


GRADES  3-5 

•  Karen  Poppe,  Educational  Research 

•  Arlette  Kagaba,  Government  & 
Community  Affairs 

•  Jehri  Cummins,  Large  Type 


•  Chelsea  McCarty,  Development 

•  Kelly  Mimms,  Educational  Research 

•  Laura  Huguenin,  Executive  Administrator 


GRADES  6-8 

•  JC  LaForce,  Educational  Aids 

•  Jennifer  Taylor,  Large  Type 

•  Tabatha  Toomey,  Marketing  & 
Communications 

GRADES  9-12 

•  Angela  Bernard!,  Studio 

•  Angela  Dawson,  Large  Type 

•  Lauren  Hicks,  Government  & 
Community  Affairs 

•  Gage  Mertz,  Engineering  Co-Op 

ADULT  CONSUMERS 

•  Edgar  Menendez,  Engineering  Co-Op 

•  Gary  Mudd,  VP  of  Government  & 
Community  Affairs 

•  Sirena  Peters,  Transcription 

•  Anne  Rich,  Museum 


•  Allen  Mayes,  Braille  Transcriber 
Apprentice  Program 

•  Cindy  Amback,  Education  &  Outreach 

•  Alexa  Miller,  Business  Development 


•  Jessica  Minneci,  Marketing  & 
Communications 

•  Dorinda  Rife,  VP  of  Educational  Services 
and  Product  Development 


•  Jonathan  Wahl,  Marketing  & 
Communications 

•  Rose  Zinious,  Accessible  Tests  & 
Textbooks 


ADULT  VISION  PROFESSIONALS 

•  Nicholas  Battjes,  Engineering  Co-Op  •  Mike  Hudson,  Museum 

•  Rebekah  Freedman,  Transcription  •  Dorothy  Owens,  Human  Resources 

•  Nicole  Gaines,  Resource  Services 

•  Frank  Hayden,  Tech  and  Manufacturing 
Research 


WRITING  CONTEST  PURPOSE 


For  160  years,  APH  has  held  the  mission  of  providing  specialized  materials, 
products,  and  services  to  people  who  are  blind  and  visually  impaired.  Through 
research  and  development  of  braille,  large  print,  and  digital  textbooks,  APH 
has  built  a  legacy  of  improving  lives  through  literacy,  promoting  academic 
achievement  and  supporting  successful  careers  for  thousands  of  individuals  with 
vision  loss. 

As  part  of  our  1 60th  Anniversary,  we  invited  our  customers  and  consumers  to 
share  the  impact  that  APH  products  have  had  on  their  lives.  We  received  54 
essays  from  across  the  United  States  and  Canada,  each  falling  into  one  of  five 
categories:  Grades  3-5,  Grades  6-8,  Grades  9-12,  Adult  Consumers,  and  Adult 
Vision  Professionals.  Our  judges  were  comprised  of  APH  staff  from  numerous 
departments.  Points  were  awarded  by  our  judges  based  on  criteria  including: 
Topic,  Effectiveness,  Organization,  Originality,  Creativity  and  Structure.  First, 
second,  and  third  place  winners  were  chosen  in  each  of  the  categories. 

The  first-place  award  winning  essays  are  presented  within  this  booklet  as  a 
means  to  complete  the  circle  between  the  employees  who  work  every  day 
building  tools  to  improve  the  lives  of  individuals  who  are  blind  and  visually 
impaired,  as  well  as  those  who  use  APH  products. 

We  sincerely  thank  all  students  and  adults  who  entered  the  contest  for  their  time, 
creativity,  and  passion.  Each  entry  was  unique  and  will  serve  to  encourage  APH 
staff  to  keep  listening  to  our  customers  and  continuously  improve  our  products 
and  services. 

APH  160th  Anniversary  Writing  Contest  Coordinators- 
Government  &  Community  Affairs  Department: 

•  Nancy  Lacewell,  Director  of  Government  &  Community  Affairs 

•  Lauren  Hicks,  Internal  Communications  Coordinator 

•  Arlette  Kagaba,  Government  &  Community  Affairs  Intern 
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1ST  PLACE  AWARD  WINNING  ESSAYS 


Category  Page 

Grades  3-5 

Batya  Sperling-Milner 

The  Abacol  lapse . 4 

Grades  6-8 

Andy  Shen 

A  Letter  to  Louis  Braille . 5 

Grades  9-12 

Jack  Falejczyk 

Tools  Enpower  Success . 7 

Adult  Consumer 

Allie  Putty 

Keys  to  the  World . 9 

Adult  Vision  Professional 

Merry-Noel  Chamberlain 

Hundreds  Board  and  Manipulatives:  An  Instructor’s  Goldmine . 12 


3 


1st  Place,  Grades  3-5 
Batya  Sperling-Milner 

THE  ABACOLLAPSE 


DearAPH  Inventors, 

My  name  is  Batya  Sperling-Milner,  and  I’m  a  D.C.  fifth-grader.  I’m  a  braille  and 
Jaws  user,  but  what  helps  me  most  mathematically  is  the  abacus.  Even  though 
it’s  mostly  used  by  younger  students,  I  find  it  an  irreplaceable  learning  tool.  My 
teacher  and  I  use  it  for  more  than  simple  calculations.  We  can  do  things  like 
quadratic  equations  and  prime  factorization  on  it  too. 

As  I  get  more  advanced  though,  it  gets  harder  to  find  a  place  to  store  numbers 
during  calculations.  Additionally,  Abaci  are  too  big  to  store  in  a  small  pocket.  It’s 
hard  to  look  professional  when  I’m  lugging  my  computer  and  braille  textbooks 
around  school  with  the  abacus  dangling  precariously  from  between  my  front 
teeth. 

The  invention  I  envision  is  a  collapsible  abacus  with  two  ways  of  recording 
information  on  the  back.  It  would  be  slightly  larger  than  the  Cranmer  abacus, 
(7x4in).  There  would  be  a  hinge  in  the  middle  and  would  fold  with  the  beads 
facing  inward.  One  half  would  be  a  whiteboard,  with  a  Velcro  marker  attached. 
The  other  half  would  have  a  miniature  slate  and  Velcro  stylus  attached,  with  three 
rows  of  ten  to  twelve  cells.  This  way  it  could  be  used  for  both  low  vision  and  blind 
students. 

I’m  calling  my  invention  the  Abacollapse  and  I  hope  APH  will  consider  bringing 
it  to  life.  Perhaps  it  will  encourage  older  students  to  use  the  abacus,  so 
inaccessibility  won’t  prevent  them  from  being  the  best  they  can  be. 

Sincerely, 

Batya  :) 


1st  Place,  Grades  6-8 
Andy  Shen 


A  LETTER  TO  LOUIS  BRAILLE 


Dear  Mr.  Braille, 

My  name  is  Andy  Shen,  an  11 -year  old  legally  blind  boy  living  on  the  beautiful 
Central  Coast  in  California,  USA.  I  have  been  learning  how  to  read  and  write  in 
Braille  since  I  was  5  years  old.  I  cannot  thank  you  enough  for  your  great  invention 
which  has  changed  my  life  and  the  lives  of  other  blind  people. 

Braille  enables  blind  people  to  become  more  independent.  In  many  situations, 
listening  to  talking  books  or  asking  a  sighted  person  to  read  to  us  is  not  feasible. 
For  instance,  during  the  independent  reading  time  at  school,  all  my  sighted 
friends  are  enjoying  their  print  books  and  I  am  also  able  to  read  my  Braille  books 
quietly.  I  remember  one  night  when  the  power  was  out  in  the  neighborhood,  my 
sighted  peers  couldn’t  finish  their  reading  assignment.  However,  I  completed 
mine  because  I  could  read  braille  in  the  pitch-dark  night.  For  another  example, 

I  can  put  together  a  Lego  car  by  myself  according  to  the  Braille  instruction  and 
don’t  rely  on  the  help  of  my  parents. 

Braille  empowers  blind  people  through  literacy.  With  braille,  I  can  read  the  same 
textbooks,  novels,  music  scores,  and  online  resources  as  my  sighted  friends. 
Empowered  by  the  knowledge,  I  can  actively  engage  in  meaningful  dialogues 
and  discussions  with  others.  Moreover,  Braille  helps  connect  me  with  the 
other  members  in  the  school  band  as  we  endeavor  to  convert  music  notes  into 
beautiful  sounds.  Also  with  braille,  I  am  able  to  convey  my  feelings  and  express 
my  opinions  in  a  written  format  to  my  parents,  teachers,  and  peers.  Braille 
provides  us  with  an  important  tool  to  communicate  with  people  near  and  far.  I 
hope  one  day  I  can  publish  my  own  novel  book  series  for  children.  J.K.  Rowling 
is  my  favorite  author,  so  I  am  interested  in  writing  Harry  Potter  type  of  fantasy 
books. 

Braille  equipped  blind  people  with  tremendous  opportunities.  Braille  gave  Helen 
Keller  the  life  changing  opportunity  to  understand  the  outside  world  as  well 
as  giving  the  world  the  opportunity  to  know  about  her.  If  it  were  not  for  your 


Grades  6-8:  Andy  Shen  (continued) 


invention,  she  couldn’t  have  become  a  historic  figure  who  inspires  so  many 
people.  These  days,  as  computer  technology  advances  quickly,  information 
travels  almost  instantly  to  any  place  on  earth  where  computers  and  internet  are 
available.  Great  opportunities  arise  everywhere  as  long  as  we  want  to  seek  them. 
Blind  people  can  be  scientists,  astronauts,  politicians,  lawyers,  musicians,  and 
educators.  In  all  walks  of  life,  we  can  make  our  world  a  better  place. 

You  are  my  role  model,  Mr.  Braille.  The  six  little  raised  dots  provide  me  and 
many  others  with  the  capability  to  explore  the  world  of  knowledge,  information, 
and  entertainment  using  our  fingers.  I  feel  so  blessed  and  fortunate.  As  I  grow 
up,  I  hope  to  become  a  person  who  can  make  a  significant  contribution  to  our 
neighborhood,  community,  society,  country,  and  even  the  entire  humankind  -  a 
person  like  you.  Thank  you. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Andy 


1st  Place,  Grades  9-12 
Jack  Falejczyk 

TOOLS  EMPOWER  SUCCESS 

If  there’s  anything  more  empowering  than  motivation,  it’s  the  tools  that  enable 
success!  My  name  is  Jack  Falejczyk,  and  total  blindness  isn’t  standing  in  my  way 
of  becoming  a  potential  software  developer.  Throughout  the  challenging  road  to 
where  I  am  today,  APH’s  products  have  helped  or  influenced  me  in  some  way. 

My  technological  interest  was  kindled  at  age  three,  beginning  with  the  Braille- 
n-Speak640.  The  unit  crashed  after  about  twenty-seven  battery  low  messages; 
it  never  turned  on  again,  for  some  reason.  Being  too  young  to  understand 
how  software  worked,  I  thought  it  just  spontaneously  combusted.  But  that’s 
impossible,  the  device  is  still  in  one  piece!  So  I  thought...  The  lesson? 
Technology’s  a  world  of  problem  solving,  and  sometimes  unanswered  questions. 

I  never  used  standard  computers  until  I  was  seven;  that’s  where  APH  came 
in!  I  started  with  the  Talking  Typer;  I  am  now  able  to  type  very  efficiently  on  a 
keyboard,  with  character  echo  turned  off!  Thus,  my  computer  use  was  able  to 
continue. 

I  always  heard  people  playing  online  games.  I  couldn’t  play  on  my  own,  however, 
until  I  got  introduced  to  accessible  games,  based  primarily  on  sound!  The  first 
game  I  played  was  Hurry  Scurry.  I  then  played  Armadillo  Army,  which  I  was 
hooked  on.  I  had  this  handheld  Packman  game  that  I  couldn’t  play,  so  it  was 
great  having  an  original  game  with  the  same  concept.  I  then  started  playing  other 
games  from  various  developers.  There  are  games  like  the  Three-D  Velocity  flight 
simulator,  and  the  epic,  server  bandwidth-overloading  role-playing  game  called 
A  Hero’s  Call.  Those  developers  inspired  me  to  make  my  own  games!  Because 
of  the  immersive  sound  atmosphere.  I’ve  always  been  interested  in  the  sounds 
of  a  game;  thus,  I  ventured  into  audio  production.  This  hobby  turned  out  highly 
successful;  I’ve  participated  in  jingle  contests,  made  audio  projects  for  school, 
and  have  done  it  for  fun.  That’s  also  the  other  half  of  game  design,  however. 

With  that  skill  in  my  arsenal,  I  took  to  programming,  and  managed  to  program  the 
beginnings  of  a  basic  yet  addicting  game.  Do  any  of  you  Braille-n-Speak  users 
remember  that  game  by  Dan  Zingaro  called  Arcade?  I  got  permission  to  port  it  to 
windows.  I’m  proud  to  have  a  prototype  containing  the  first  level,  which  ironically 
is  the  largest  individual  section  of  code  for  the  game! 
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Grades  9-12:  Jack  Falejzcyk  (continued) 


APH  products  have  played  an  impressively  essential  role  in  my  education.  I’ve  1 
used  tools  from  the  Abacus  and  their  brailler  to  the  revolutionary  Orion  TI84Plus  j 

calculator.  I’m  a  huge  fan  of  inclusive  design;  the  fact  that  this  is  a  TI84Plus  with  I 

a  talking  attachment  rather  than  a  specialized  calculator  is  a  great  step  forward.  I 
It  makes  it  easy  for  teachers  to  learn!  APH  has  led  a  new  wave  of  access  | 

technology.  Although  I  never  got  to  use  the  Braille  Plus18, 1  know  that  it’s  the  first  ■ 

Android  notetaker.  Lighting  the  fire  on  inclusive  rather  than  specialized  notetakers 
probably  influenced  the  creation  of  Android  notetakers  seen  today.  The  fact 
that  notetakers  can  now  run  modern  operating  systems  is  a  game-changer  for 
productivity.  It  makes  collaboration  easier  than  ever,  which  is  crucial  at  a  school 
like  mine  where  everyone  uses  mainstream  tablets.  Thus,  I  commend  APH  for 
pushing  inclusivity  forward.  Whether  other  manufacturers  were  directly  influenced 
by  this  is  up  for  interpretation,  but  APH  was  at  the  forefront  of  it  all,  take  the 
original  Braille  Plus  that  ran  Linux  for  example. 

I  still  rely  on  these  products  today!  Most  importantly,  I  use  the  Nearby  Explorer  '■ 
GPS.  Barring  the  obvious  difficulty  of  using  a  touchscreen  while  walking,  it’s  done  1 

everything  I’ve  needed  it  to,  from  giving  me  directions,  to  giving  timely  alerts  * 

when  nearing  a  street,  to  allowing  me  to  call  a  business  directly.  It’s  a  one-stop 
shop  for  finding  information  and  directions  for  a  location.  Maybe  soon  the  Tap 
wearable  keyboard  could  interface  to  Nearby  Explorer.  Thus,  even  as  other  GPS 
solutions  come  and  go  I’ve  never  regretted  purchasing  Nearby  Explorer,  and  am 
thoroughly  impressed  with  the  product.  I  also  use  Money  Talks,  because  I  could 
not  have  wished  for  a  better  program  for  managing  finances.  Overall,  I  still  use 
and  recommend  APH  products. 

To  tie  it  altogether,  if  it  wasn’t  for  these  products  helping  me  along  the  way,  I 
wouldn’t  be  as  engaged  with  the  computer,  manage  my  finances  as  easily,  or  be 
as  independent  throughout  the  advanced  math  with  graphing.  Most  importantly,  I 
would  not  be  as  independent  as  I  am  today.  So  I  owe  it  to  these  products  for  my  I 
continued  success  in  my  independence!  • 


1° 


1st  Place,  Adult  Consumer 
Allie  Putty 

KEYS  TO  THE  WORLD 

While  it  is  possible  for  me  to  write  this  essay  in  both  the  category  of  educator 
and  adult  consumer  I  believe  my  experiences  as  an  adult  consumer  highlights 
most  prominently  the  impact  that  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  products 
can  have  for  adults  (as  well  as  children).  When  asked  to  consider  the  major 
milestones  in  my  life  and  the  impact  APH  products  have  had  I  can  say  my  early 
life  was  most  notably  marked  by  their  lack.  I  was  born  with  a  progressive  visual 
condition.  At  the  age  of  15,  and  already  legally  blind,  I  was  diagnosed  with 
Stargardt  Disease.  In  a  perfect  world,  this  is  where  APH  educational  products 
should  have  entered  my  life  but  for  a  variety  of  reasons  they  did  not.  So  I  trudged 
forward,  my  world  moving  closer  and  closer  to  my  face. 

In  sophomore  year,  all  students  were  required  to  take  a  Geography  class.  I 
did  everything  I  knew  in  my  young  mind  to  do.  I  sat  in  the  front  of  the  room,  I 
put  on  my  reading  glasses,  I  leaned  over  my  desk  as  far  as  I  could,  and  yet, 
the  tiny  countries  would  slip  in  and  out  of  my  blind  spot.  Now,  I  know  that  with 
APH’s  large  format  atlas  I  would  have  been  on  par  with  other  students.  Instead, 

I  always  felt  a  half-step  behind.  Not  quite  quick  enough,  not  quite  smart  enough. 
And  when  the  final  exam  came  around  and  the  expectation  was  to  fill  in  every 
country  in  the  world  on  a  blank  map,  I  sat  at  the  teacher’s  desk  in  the  front  of  the 
classroom  while  he  whispered  me  hints.  I  will  never  forget  after  that  test  a  peer 
coming  up  to  me  to  say,  “You  are  so  stupid  you  need  the  teacher  to  give  you  all 
the  answers.” 

As  I  crept  forward  in  high  school  my  grade  card  became  the  epitome  of  the 
old  adage,  “B  for  Blind.”  In  Honors  Chemistry,  I  could  readily  understand  the 
concepts  but  couldn’t  run  any  of  the  experiments.  When  working  with  a  lab 
partner,  the  teacher  told  me  to  just  “listen  while  he  does  it.”  I  didn’t  earn  that  B 
and  yet  there  it  was  on  my  grade  card.  And  of  course,  now  I  see  how  with  a  few 
simple  accommodations  and  some  APH  tools  such  as  the  large  format  periodic 
table  I  could  have  earned  that  B. 
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Adult  Consumer:  Allie  Futty  (continued) 


Despite  all  of  this,  I  went  on  to  a  small  liberal  arts  college  on  the  east  coast.  I  was 
the  first  visually  impaired  student  to  go  to  the  school  and  the  disability  resource 
center  was  little  more  than  a  single  person  in  a  basement  office.  I  had  developed 
some  highly  adept  auditory  and  memorization  skills,  however  I  still  always  felt  a 
little  bit  ‘less  than.’  In  class,  when  going  over  the  previous  night’s  reading  I  could 
never  scan  my  tiny  handwritten  notes  quickly  enough  to  find  the  answer  first. 
Again,  now  I  know  had  I  been  taking  those  notes  on  a  large  print  notebook  or  on 
a  device  like  the  MATT  Connect  or  Orbit  Reader  I  would  have  been  just  as  quick 
as  everyone  else. 

After  college,  I  bounced  from  job  to  job  until  I  landed  a  job  working  behind  the 
counter  part-time  at  a  cafe.  They  were  kind  to  me  there  and  were  okay  when  I 
was  a  little  bit  slower  than  others.  Despite  the  fact  that  food  service  was  not  my 
area  of  interest  I  thought  maybe  my  visual  impairment  makes  it  such  that  I  should 
be  grateful  for  what  I  had. 

It  was  around  this  time  that  I  was  handed  my  first  APH  large  print  notebook  and 
a  BookPort.  I  cannot  understate  how  in  that  moment  my  life  began  to  open  up 
and  expand  beyond  the  few  inches  in  front  of  my  face.  When  you  live  in  a  world 
dominated  by  sight,  coping  with  vision  loss  is  not  intuitive.  Someone  has  to 
hand  you  the  keys  to  unlock  that  door  and  for  me  that  was  those  first  two  APH 
products.  As  I  became  more  confident  in  my  tools  the  world  continued  to  unfold 
and  I  continued  to  become  a  little  more  courageous  until  I  decided  I  was  going  to 
apply  for  a  Fulbright  grant. 

The  Fulbright  program  is  a  highly  competitive  research  grant  provided  by  the 
U.S.  Department  of  State.  The  application  packet  is  dense.  I  would  have  never 
been  able  to  read  that  small  print  but  I  uploaded  it  onto  my  BookPort  and  started 
to  listen.  I  made  notes  on  my  large  print  notebook  so  I  could  fill  in  the  information 
on  the  computer  later. 

After  months  of  waiting,  and  believing  it  couldn’t  possibly  be  true,  I  got  the  news 
that  I  was  awarded  a  grant  to  Trinidad  and  Tobago.  While  by  this  point,  I  had 
bags  full  of  expensive  equipment,  my  modest  APH  slate  and  stylus  became  one 
of  my  most  important  tools.  The  air  is  so  humid  in  Trinidad  that  I  needed  to  leave 
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Adult  Consumer:  Allie  Futty  (continued) 


my  high-tech  equipment  in  my  air-conditioned  apartment.  By  this  time,  I  could 
read  and  write  Braille  so  I  would  sit  on  the  bus  and  listen  to  articles  and  take 
notes  on  my  slate  and  stylus. 

Today  I  am  a  teacher  of  the  visually  impaired.  I  feel  in-step  with  sighted 
colleagues,  and  maybe,  on  my  very  best  days,  feel  a  half-step  ahead.  I  always 
have  at  least  one  APH  large  print  notebook  in  my  desk  and  one  in  my  bag  for 
backup  as  well. 

These  days,  my  driver’s  car  trunk  is  stuffed  full  of  APH  products  but  for  other 
reasons.  I  get  to  take  APH  products  out  to  kids  every  day.  As  soon  as  a  student 
with  low  vision  can  hold  their  first  crayon  I  try  and  give  them  their  first  large  print 
notebook  to  scribble  in.  I  didn’t  get  the  keys  to  this  world  until  I  was  22  years  old. 
I  want  to  make  sure  the  kids  I  work  with  grow  up  with  them  in  their  back  pocket. 
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1st  Place,  Adult  Vision  Professionals 

Merry-Noel  Chamberlain  | 

I 

THE  HUNDREDS  BOARD  AND  MANIPULATIVES: 

AN  INTRUCTOR’S  GOLDMINE 

Products  available  through  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  can  be  used  \ 
to  create  many  educational,  fun,  and  engaging  games!  For  me.  The  Hundreds 
Boards  and  Manipulatives  is  a  goldmine  for  Teachers  of  Students  with  Visual 
Impairments  (TVIs)  as  well  as  Orientation  &  Mobility  (O&M)  instructors.  As  both 
a  TVI  and  an  O&M  instructor,  I  am  always  seeking  interesting  ideas  to  enhance 
the  learning  experience  for  my  students  without  going  broke  in  the  process!  It 
seems  instructors  of  all  subjects  are  in  the  same  boat.  I  have  used  The  Hundreds 
Boards  and  Manipulatives  for  numerous  educational  activities  because  it  is  more 
than  simply  a  tool  to  help  teach  basic  math  concepts.  Rather,  the  kit  can  be  used 
to  enhance  tactual  skills,  number  matching,  and  cardinal  directions.  Below  are  a 
couple  of  ways  I  use  The  Hundreds  Boards  and  Manipulatives  to  plant  the  Love- 
to-Learn  seed  and  engage  students. 

For  students  who  are  beginning  their  quest  on  how  to  read  Braille  numbers 
or  just  need  some  extra  practice,  I  use  the  yellow  Number  Board.  However,  I 
modified  it  with  long  strips  of  adhesive-backed  hook  Velcro®  (not  included  in  kit) 
across  the  printed  numbers.  (Yes,  I  hid  the  printed  numbers  from  my  low  vision 
students.)  Then,  I  placed  Velcro®  adhesive-backed  loop  dots  (included  in  kit)  on 
the  upper  part  of  the  backside  of  the  white  numbered  cards.  The  placement  of 
these  dots  is  very  important  because  it  helps  with  alignment  when  placing  the 
numbered  cards  on  the  yellow  board.  (Normally,  the  numbers  are  used  on  the 
grid  board  and  the  Velcro®  can  be  placed  on  the  middle  of  the  backside  of  the 
numbered  cards.)  While  wearing  sleep-shades,  my  students  match  the  plastic 
Braille  numbered  cards  (that  also  has  print)  on  its  proper  location  on  the  yellow 
board. 

Generally,  my  beginning  students  do  not  complete  this  project  in  one  lesson. 

However,  more  advanced  students  often  have  better  tactile  longevity  so  they 
may  be  successful  with  matching  twenty  or  more  random  numbered  cards  during  . 
one  lesson.  My  beginning  students  receive  and  attach  ten  to  fifteen  random  I 

numbered  cards  (of  my  choosing)  to  the  board  before  we  tackle  the  main  lesson  l 
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Adult  Vision  Professional:  Merry-Noel  Chamberlain  (continued) 


planned  for  that  day.  When  all  the  numbered  cards  are  attached,  I  take  a  picture 
of  the  student  who  is  wearing  the  sleep-shades  and  proudly  holding  up  the  board 
to  display  this  accomplishment.  Plus,  my  students  earn  an  additional  special 
prize  such  as  a  super-size  candy  bar  (or  whatever  is  most  motivating  to  the 
student)  for  their  success.  This  activity  is  packed  with  a  plethora  of  lessons  such 
as:  (1)  tactile  reading  of  Braille  numbers;  (2)  introduction  of  Nemeth;  (3)  all  sorts 
of  number  concepts  such  as  counting  by  tens  or  number  patterns;  (4)  fine-motor 
manipulation;  (5)  number  matching;  and  (6)  working  towards  a  desired  reward. 
Often,  I  repeat  this  activity  a  year  later  to  help  my  students  note  their  own  growth 
and  success. 

For  my  O&M  students,  a  very  simple  Hide-N-Go-Seek  Cardinal  Direction  Game 
can  be  played  with  up  to  four  people  using  the  gray  Grid  Board  and  an  additional 
handful  of  APH  items  such  as:  APH  spider  tokens  (set  of  four)  to  identify  each 
player;  and  either  the  Talking  GlowDice  or  Braille  dice  depending  on  the  student’s 
abilities.  Prior  to  the  game,  the  grid  needs  to  have  Velcro®  Adhesive  loop  dots 
placed  inside  each  of  the  squares.  Sixteen  cards  are  also  needed  with  words 
North,  South,  East  and  West  (four  of  each)  in  either  large  print  or  Braille  (again, 
depending  on  the  needs  of  my  students). 

The  youngest  player  begins  the  game  and  since  this  is  usually  the  student,  that 
is  a  great  start!  I  arrange  my  beginner  students  to  sit  on  the  south  side  of  the 
room  facing  the  north  so  the  compass  rose  used  on  the  game  board  is  easily 
transferrable  to  real  life  and  future  O&M  lessons.  (My  more  advanced  students 
are  not  so  lucky.)  Each  player  may  select  their  own  spider  token  and  one  of  the 
counting  chips  (the  square,  triangle,  circle,  or  star)  that  has  Velcro®  on  the  back 
and  conveniently  comes  in  The  Hundreds  Boards  and  Manipulatives  kit. 

To  play  the  game,  each  player  randomly  places  both  their  counting  chip  and 
their  spider  on  the  board.  I  remove  one  set  of  the  cardinal  direction  cards  to 
place  around  the  grid  to  help  identify  the  compass  rose  for  beginner  students. 
However,  as  we  play  the  game  I  randomly  remove  a  card  and  return  it  to  the 
deck  until  all  the  cards  have  been  returned.  For  each  turn,  the  player  rolls  one  die 
(or  presses  the  button  of  the  Talking  GlowDice)  to  establish  how  many  squares 
he  may  travel.  Then,  the  player  selects  a  cardinal  direction  card  (pre-shuffled) 
which  states  which  direction  he  may  travel.  By  the  way,  the  rolling  of  the  dice  or 
selecting  a  cardinal  direction  card  can  be  done  in  reverse  order. 
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Adult  Vision  Professional:  Merry-Noel  Chamberlain  (continued) 


Should  the  player  land  on  an  occupied  square,  he  can  select  to  go  one  more 
space  to  the  north,  south,  east  or  west  of  the  occupied  square.  However,  he 
must  announce  his  choice  prior  to  placing  his  spider  in  that  spot.  If  he  announces 
the  wrong  cardinal  direction,  his  spider  is  moved  to  a  random  corner  of  the  grid 
by  the  person  owning  the  occupied  square.  Also,  should  the  player  land  in  the 
square  occupied  by  a  counting  token  that  is  not  his,  the  player  may  move  the 
counting  token  to  any  square  elsewhere  on  the  grid.  The  first  spider  to  reach  his 
counting  token  wins!  This  is  a  great  cardinal  direction  enhancing  game  to  play 
during  those  cold  winter  rainy  or  snowy  weather  days! 

There  are  hundreds  of  ways  to  use  The  Hundreds  Boards  and  Manipulatives  to 
make  learning  engaging,  such  as  making  a  crazy  path  on  the  grid  for  students  to 
follow  by  matching  Braille/Print  Alphabet  letters.  Above  all,  have  fun  with  the  APH 
products  and  bring  out  the  inner-child  in  your  students! 
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THE  CONTESTANTS 


We  commend  everyone  who  challenged  themselves  to  compose  their 
thoughts  about  personal  independence  and  how  APH  contributes  to  that 
goal.  The  award  winners  are  distinguished  with  asterisks:  *1st  Place,  **2nd 
Place,  and  ***3rd  Place. 


GRADES  3-5 

•  Reese  Branch  -  Tremonton,  LIT 

•  Madeline  Conner**  -  Raleigh,  NC 

•  Bradley  Davis  -  Mesa,  AZ 

•  Yael  Garcia***  -  Las  Vegas,  NV 

•  Wiiiiam  Jensen  -  Fort  Rucker,  AL 

•  Sheiby  Jones  -  Albuquerque,  NM 

GRADES  6-8 

•  Maia  Armstrong  -  Skokie,  IL 

•  Diogo  Carriiio  -  Bronx,  NY 

•  Jamiia  Conde  -  Bronx,  NY 

•  Mariam  Djouma  -  Utica,  NY 

•  Michaei  Fuik  -  El  Paso,  TX 

•  Kyier  Goiden  -  Lakeside,  CA 

•  Ritika  Khanai***  -  Lynnwood,  WA 

•  Javier  Lopez  -  Austin,  TX 

GRADES  9-12 

•  Gretchen  Brown***  -  Washington,  IN 

•  Jack  Faiejczyk*  -  Elk  Grove  Village,  IL 

•  Brooke  Lehrer  -  Combined  Locks,  Wl 

•  Matthew  Love  -  Clayton,  DE 


•  Taylor  Marcum  -  Hamilton,  OH 

•  Hartley  Ray  -  Hillard,  FL 

•  Batya  Sperling-Milner*  -  Washington,  DC 

•  Maggie  Wehier  -  Victoria,  British 
Columbia 


•  Meiina  Mendoza**  -  Seaside,  CA 

•  Andrew  Mueting  -  Dodge  City,  KS 

•  Amina  Orzueva  -  Brooklyn,  NY 

•  Andy  Shen  -  San  Louis  Obispo,  CA 

•  Trey  Tate  -  Aberdeen,  SD 

•  Patrick  Wiison  -  Kansas  City,  KS 

•  Lynn  Yirui  Wu  -  Trabuco  Canyon,  CA 


•  Vioiet  Petersen  -  Aberdeen,  SD 

•  Joshua  Rister**  -  Quincy,  KY 

•  Rocco  Romeo  -  Salinas,  CA 

•  Emily  Rubalcava  -  Whittier,  CA 
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ADULT  CONSUMERS 

•  LeAnna  Abeyta  -  Aztec,  NM 

•  Humberto  Avila  -  Yakima,  WA 

•  Sherri  Brooks  -  San  Leandro,  CA 

•  Amanda  Fee  -  Apple  Valley,  MN 

•  Allie  Futty*  -  Burlington,  VT 

•  Lori  Miller  -  Warsaw,  IN 

•  Christy  Reid  -  Faribault,  MN 


Nancy  Scott  -  Easton,  PA 

Rebecca  Shields  -  Colorado  Springs,  CO 

Tracy  Spittle**  -  Columbia,  SC 

Lora  Feity  Stephens***  -  Ashland,  KY 

David  Trevino  -  Newark,  DE 

Debra  Trevino  -  Newark,  DE 


ADULT  VISION  PROFESSIONALS 


Merry-Noel  Chamberlain*  -  La  Vista,  NE 
Stacy  Cox**  -  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
Lucio  Alberto  Garay  -  Saint  Augustine, 
FL 

Karen  Palau  -  Buffalo,  NY 


Tammy  Parsons  -  Nashville,  TN 
Tommie  Roesch  -  Indianapolis,  IN 
Paula  Roten***  -  Fleetwood,  NC 
William  Tubellija  -  Raleigh,  NC 


All  of  the  award-winning  essays  are  available  for  download  at: 
www.aph.org/contest/1 60th-anniversary-essay/. 
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In  celebration  of  our  160'*^  Anniversary,  please 
redeem  this  flyer  for  one  of  the  following  gifts 
courtesy  of  APH: 
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Promise 


A  bright  future  for  students  who 
are  blind  and  visually  impaired. 


AMERICAN 
PRINTING 
HOUSE  FOR 
THE  BLIND 


America  Promises 

that  students  who  are  blind 
and  visually  impaired  will 
have  access  to  the  same 
educational  opportunities 
as  their  sighted  peers. 

•  The  Individuals  with 
Disabilities  Education  Act 
(IDEA)  promises  the 
right  of  all  children  with 
disabilities  to  receive  a 
"free  appropriate  public 
education." 

•  The  Act  to  Promote  the 
Education  of  the  Blind 
(1879)  was  Congress'  first 
promise  to  students 
who  are  blind  and  visually 
impaired.  Funding  is 
allocated  to  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the 
Blind  to  develop  and 
distribute  accessible  tools 
and  materials  for  students 
across  the  U.S. 

•  In  FY2018,  the  Act  to 
Promote  the  Education 
of  the  Blind  provided 
$305  per  student  who  is 
blind,  and  working  below 
college  level.  That  is  not 
enough  to  fulfill  our 

promise. 


APH  produces  my  textbook 
materials  and  also  technology 
I  really  need,  like  the  talking 
graphing  calculator  and 
refreshable  braille  display  that 
I  use  to  work  on  assignments 


and  keep  up  with  class. 


55 


Ethan,  high  school 
student  who  is  blind 


Students  who  are  blind  and  visually 
impaired  need  unique  learning  tools. 

It  is  estimated  that  as  much  as  90%  of  learning  is  visual  - 
information  enters  the  brain  through  the  sense  of  sight.  Many 
students  that  APH  serves  have  some  useful  vision  and  require 
large  print  materials.  For  people  with  little  or  no  vision, 
concepts  are  primarily  learned  through  touch  and  hearing. 
Specialized  tools  needed  for  these  types  of  learning  include: 

•  Braille  -  a  system  of  tactile  reading  and  writing  that  can 
be  presented  in  embossed  paper  and  digitally  with  a 
refreshable  braille  display. 

•  Tactile  Graphics  -  representations  interpreted  by  touch  for 
visual  elements  such  as  charts,  graphs,  and  maps. 

•  Technology  Adaptations  -  such  as  computer  screen  reader 
software  and  calculators  with  audio  output. 


Through  the  Keep  the  Promise  Campaign,  we  must  increase 
the  annual  per  student  allocation  to  $1,000.  This  funding  will 
go  directly  to  providing  accessible  technology  and  materials  for 
students  who  are  blind  and  visually  impaired. 


keepthepromise.info  •  Nancy  Lacewell,  502.899.2339  •  nlacewell@aph.org 
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Keep  the 

Promise 
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AMERICA  PROMISES  EVER 

To  Keep  the  Promise  we  must 

Why  does  it  cost  mot 

■ 

Learning  Tools  for  a  llj 


t 


For  a  student 
who  is  sighted 

( 

i 

Writing/Printing  Equipment 

$218.00 

pens,  pencils,  priri 

Physics  Textbook 

$80.00 

1 

1  print  volume 

Calculator 

$135.00 

graphing  calculat; 

Portable  Technology  Aids 

$150.00 

1 

i 

tablet 

Laptop 

$1,200.00 

laptop 

$1,783.00 

*  

TOTAL  COST 

FOR  A  STUDENT  WHO  IS 

SIGHTED 

for  a  10th  grade  physics  class  j 

CHILD  AN  EQUAL  CHANCE  TO  SUCCEED 

icrease  the  annual  per  student  allocation  to  $1,000. 


i  to  educate  a  student  who  is  blind? 
th  grade  physics  class 

For  a  student 
who  is  blind 


^r,  and  paper 


$5,305.00 

$26,441.00 

$599.00 

$624.00 

$2,220.00 


braillewriter/braille  paper, 

braille  embosser/tractor-feed  braille  paper 

38  braille  volumes 

graphing  calculator  with  speech 

tablet  with  refreshable  braille  display 

laptop  with  screen  reader  software 


$35,189.00 


TOTAL  COST 
FOR  A  STUDENT  WHO  IS 
BLIND 

for  a  10th  grade  physics  class 


shabi 
Display 
174 


Talking  Graphing 
Calculator 
$599 


Refreshable  braille  display  in  use 
with  a  talking  graphing  calculator 


Laptop  with 
screen  reader 
software 
$2,220 


Laptop  with  screen 
reader  software 


Why  we  must  Keep  the  Promise  NOW 


APH’s  Promise 


Increased  funding  is  vital  to  prepare  students  with  vision  loss  for 
the  21st  century  workforce. 

•  As  the  primary  means  of  classroom  education  shifts  from 
paper  to  digital  formats,  learning  opportunities  for  students 
with  vision  loss  will  increase  when  we  deliver  on  our  promise 
of  providing  the  technology  they  need. 

•  To  Keep  the  Promise  we  must  support  APH's  team  of 
engineers  as  they  work  in  partnership  with  educational 
institutions  and  corporations  around  the  world  to  design 
accessible  hardware  and  software,  and  monitor  worldwide 
standards  that  promote  access  to  learning  and  career 
opportunities. 


•  This  investment  in  students  with  vision  loss  now  will  enable 
them  to  gain  employment  skills  and  keep  their  promise  to  be 
productive  adult  taxpayers. 


/  continue  to  be  grateful  for  all  of  the  products  APH 
distributes  to  our  schools.  I  use  multiple  products  on 
a  daily  basis  that  enable  my  students  to  feel  objects 
that  they  might  not  otherwise  get  to  experience. 

Lisa  T.,  Teacher  of  the  Visually  Impaired  (TVI) 


In  the  Act  to  Promote  the 
Education  of  the  Blind  of 
1879,  APH  was  identified 
as  the  official  supplier  of 
accessible  educational  tools 
and  materials  for  students 
across  the  country  working 
below  college  level. 

Appropriated  funds  allow 
APH  to  conduct  an  annual 
census  of  eligible  students; 
research,  develop,  and 
manufacture  accessible 
educational  tools  and 
materials;  and  distribute 
appropriation  funds  on 
a  per-capita  basis  to  a 
network  of  Ex  Officio 
Trustees  (EOTs)  in  each 
state  to  purchase  materials 
for  eligible  students. 

EOTs  in  each  state 
administer  the  Federal 
Quota  Fund  accounts. 
These  professionals  hold 
the  positions  of  highest 
executive  officer  of  the 
state  department  of 
education,  a  school  for  the 
blind,  or  an  agency  serving 
the  blind,  or  are  appointed 
by  these  officers. 

APH,  a  501  (c)3  non-profit, 
has  been  the  trusted 
steward  of  this  promise 
for  over  160  years. 


It  is  essential  that  the  per  student  allocation  be  increased,  current  funding  is  insufficient 
to  provide  students  with  the  accessible  technology  tools  APH  is  developing.  The  Keep 
the  Promise  Campaign  increase  to  $1,000  will  help  students  who  are  blind  and  visually 
impaired  get  the  tools  they  need  for  education  and  employment  opportunities. 


keepthepromise.info  •  Nancy  Lacewell,  502.899.2339  •  nlacewell@aph.org 


APH  ConnectCenter 

Partnering  with  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 

APH  has  become  the  steward  of  several  key  information 
resources  founded  by  AFB. 

APH  ConnectCenter  Resources 

•  APH  ConnectDirect 
information  &  referral 
800  number  provides  free 
information  on  virtually  any 
topic  related  to  visual 
impairment  and  blindness. 

Toll-free  1-800-232-5463 
or  email  info@aph.org 

•  Directory  of  Services 

lets  anyone  find  services 
in  his  or  her  local  area 
with  a  simple  search.  Lists 
over  3,500  agencies  in  the 
U.S.  and  Canada. 

•  FamilyConnect.org  gives  parents  of  children  who  are  visually 
impaired  a  place  to  find  resources  and  support. 

•  CareerConnect  provides  career  exploration  tools  and  job-seeking 
guidance  for  individuals  with  vision  loss  and  professionals  who  work 
with  them. 

•  VisionAware.org  helps  adults  who  are  losing  their  sight  continue  to 
live  full,  independent  lives  by  providing  daily  living  techniques  and  a 
supportive  online  community. 

Preserving  Vital  Content,  Building  for  the  Future 

APH  is  honored  to  be  preserving  these  vital  resources  and  building  them  for  the 
future.  Users  will  notice  lower  activity  on  the  websites  until  the  spring  of  2019  while 
APH  completes  technical  changes  that  will  make  updating  the  content  easier.  The 
current  content  on  the  sites  will  continue  to  be  available  and  APH  will  continue  the 
dialog  with  users  through  email,  Facebook,  and  Twitter. 


American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  •  1839  Frankfort  Ave.  •  Louisville,  KY  40206 
502-895-2405  •  800-223-1839  •  info@aph.org  •  www.aph.org 
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ConnectCenter  de  APH 

A  traves  de  su  asociacion  con  la  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind,  APH  se  ha  convertido  en  el  administrador  de 
varies  recursos  de  informacion  ciave,  fundados  por  la  AFB. 

Recursos  del  ConnectCenter  de  APH 

•  El  numero  800 
de  informacion  y 
recomendacion  de 
ConnectDirect,  de  APH, 

proporciona  informacion 
gratuita  sobre  practicamente 
cualquier  tema  relacionado 
con  la  discapacidad  visual  y 
la  ceguera.  Se  puede  llamar 
gratis  al  1-800-232-5463  o 
enviar  un  mensaje  de  correo 
electronico  a  la  direccion: 
info@aph.org 

•  El  Directorio  de  Servicios  permite  a  cualquier  persona  hallar 
servicios  en  su  area  local  mediante  una  sencilla  busqueda.  Presenta 
un  listado  de  mas  de  3.500  agendas  en  los  EE.UU.  y  Canada. 

•  FamilyConnect.org  proporciona  a  los  padres  de  nihos  con 
discapacidad  visual,  un  lugar  donde  hallar  recursos  y  apoyo. 

•  CareerConnect  proporciona  herramientas  para  la  orientacion 
vocacional  y  guia  orientada  a  la  busqueda  de  empleo  para  individuos 
con  perdida  de  vision  y  los  profesionales  que  colaboran  con  ellos. 

•  VisionAware.org  ayuda  a  los  adultos  que  estan  perdiendo  su 
vision  a  continuar  viviendo  unas  vidas  plenas  e  independientes, 
proporcionandoles  tecnicas  para  las  actividades  de  la  vida  cotidiana  y 
una  comunidad  de  apoyo  online. 

Preservando  el  Contenido  Vital,  Desarrollandolo  para  el  Future 

Es  un  honor  para  APH  poder  preservar  estos  recursos  vitales  y  desarrollarlos  de 
cara  al  future.  Los  usuarios  advertiran  una  menor  actividad  en  los  sitios  web  hasta 
la  primavera  de  2019,  mientras  APH  completa  los  cambios  tecnicos  que  facilitaran  la 
actualizacion  del  contenido.  El  contenido  que  figure  actualmente  en  estos  sitios  web 
seguira  estando  disponible  y  APH  continuara  el  dialogo  con  los  usuarios  a  traves 
del  correo  electronico,  Facebook  y  Twitter. 

American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  •  1839  Frankfort  Ave.  •  Louisville,  KY  40206 
502-895-2405  •  800-223-1839  •  info@aph.org  •  www.aph.org 
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APH/HUMANWARE 


1.  Basic  Interface,  which  is  perfect  for  first  time  AT  users, 
allows  the  MATT  Connect  to  operate  as  a  basic  video 
magnifier  with  two  live  image 
modes:  Magnifier  and 
Distance  Viewing.  With 
simplified  options  on 
the  button  banner, 
users  will  more  easily 
learn  to  operate  this  device. 

2.  Standard  Interface,  offers 
all  the  features 
of  the  Basic 
Interface,  with  the 
added  ability  to  capture  images, 
access  the  gallery,  and  enable  OCR 
reading.  This  interface  is  perfect  for  more  experienced  users  who  have 
the  skills  to  navigate  this  additional  functionality. 


MATT  CONNECT™ 

Three  new  reasons  to  love  the  MATT  Connect!  Did  you  know 
the  MATT  Connect  now  offers  three  user  interfaces,  making 
it  easier  for  all  assistive  tech  (AT)  users  regardless  of  age  or 
skill  level? 


3.  Advanced  Interface  unlocks  the  full  potential  of  the  MATT  Connect. 
Operating  in  this  capacity  gives  you  all  the  benefits  of  the  Standard 
interface  while  also  allowing  users  to  access  applications  through  the 
APH  Toolbox  and  even  exit  the  Prodigi  software  altogether  to  use  other 
applications  on  the  tablet. 


To  see  this  new  functionality,  stop  by  the  Product  Showcase  during 
Annual  Meeting! 


American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  •  1839  Frankfort  Ave.  •  Louisville,  KY  40206 
502-895-2405  •  800-223-1839  •  info@aph.org  •  www.aph.org 
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